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The honourable and very ingeniou 

compiler of A Catalogue of Royal an( 

Noble Authors in England, having as 

cribed the following excellent treatise 

tt> JonK Pjerceval, Earl of Egmont 

J think it incumbent upon me to declar 

injiMitice to the reoered nwmorjf of m\ 

honoured Fat hj^r, that The Great Im 

portance of afieligious Life, was nnif 

ten by the late William Mclmoth 

of UncoMs'Inn, Esq. and Jirst pub 

lished early in the beginning of th 

present century. 

fV.M. 

1790. 
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TRBATlSiBi 



It fibety add weight |>erfaHps .tor tb 
reAe^i^s ccmtainra: m tke follbmnj 
ptfg69, tt> itifom' the r^Men that thi 
afrii^ior^fl^Kfe ^as'otie unfform excenpk] 
6if tboM^precej^ts^ whsth^' wbj^^ str^ bene 
tdleo^ *^ jEttiri, atkl so' pallbetrc a> dim 
flPkiitf ctst^ he enctovromri^ tD!Mt# 
emniiteml to $^^rab pratitke; : Hi 
MflP 6thers tb odnt^md for mbdi^ 6 
^frffrr aiMl iftiflanie tfaemselver aod tfai 
Wdrttfi with' endlesi codtroversy : it tm 
ffie #isei^ ptirpMO of hir more enraiblec 
ditnf Ui aetrUp to tfoose* dear iblcs o 
dota)dlict; wivieb rev^l^ion baithi grai 
eiMi^ prescrib^dt He pbdiessed h) 
l(pM)^> eviity ihoNl virtde ; \3pj\^«#* 
^rer/ C/irw tian grace. YL^ >na&i ^^ 
maflify th^fr nmlted at ^vevjv ^^'^^ 
a c/iarify which tiol o\\^ >X>»>^^ 
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evil but suspected' none. He exercised 
bis profession with a skill and integrity, 
which nothing could equal but the dis- 
interested motive that animated bisJa- 
bours, or the amiable modesty which 
accompanied all his virtues. He em- 
ployed his indu'sfry, not to gratify his 
own desires ; no man indulged tiimsetf 
less : not to accumulate useless wealth ; 
no man more disdained isbunwort^iy a 
pursuit : ' it was ior the .decent advance- 
ment of bis family, for the generous 
assistance of his fnends, for the ready 
relief of the indigent. Ho^v often did 
be exert bis distinguished abilities, yet 
refuse the reward of them, in defence 
of-th^ widow, the fatherless, and ofkipi 
that had none to. help him ! In a word,; 
few have ever passed a more useful, 
not one a more 'blameless life \ and his 
whole time was . emplpyed either 
in doing good, or in meditating it. 
He died on thei 6tb day of Aprii, 1743, 
in the 76th year of his age, and lies 
buried under the Cloister of Lincoln's 
^^tv Chapel. . 1 , 

hfVJLT DAT nVFT MAVn: ' ^ " 
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The Design of thefoUowing Treatise 
is, to awaken in the rninds of unthink-. 
ing men, a serious sense ofReligiofi 
and a true concern for the interest of 
thdr immortal souls : a design, at all 
times seasonable . and necessary,, but 
more especially at this time^ whenwe 
see such numbers of persons carried 
away with the immoderate love of 
pleasure, and such arts invented to 
gratify their corrupt and vicious in-] 
clinations. ■ ^ . • • • 

. Whoever reflects with a due concern* 
upon the excesses and debaucheries 
which. have overspread ^fiU khiVxcjuV Q^'<>'^ 
6as.any regard /or the Honour o^^^^^ 
afid the interest of thot ho\y ^e^"*-^^ 



which Christ Jvsus came; d<mn from 
Heaoen to ttfahSsh t^xttp- the earth; 
will eaaihf he convinced, that all ra- 
demoura possible ought to be used, to 
stem the torrent' of wickedness which is 
broken in upon us, and to prevent the 
ittigthieoous effects of thoH publJif di- 
versions, which (he gdndfaliti/ 6f ^doptt 
ate gr&ton so fmd of; / nkeein the 
Ma«j[Derddes: andV\iip. In tiiote se- 
itiinisries of vice and irteligiatl, eiJtfry 
thing ii cottfrived to iitfi&nie the pds- 
sions and Catrupit tHe fender Mnds of 
young pefions: tind I artt p^iuadcd, 
they Tiace greatly conMhuttd to that 
genef-et neglect df 0od and i{e%i^ 
ivhich is s6 viable among «^. 

Whether any thing that & AW-e 

(^ered, teill Be efic^udt to dtttOf men 

offfrm the pgrtuitoft^e'd^cAtful 

panities, t &imioi tajf; Sutrnt^t Tom 

f^Mt Scr^iUrt is ^ U tR< r^H <^ 



PR£FAC£. IX 

our practice^ as most undoubtedly it is^) 
it must be the duty- of eoery one; not 
only to.^ take oar e that he gives no en- 
couragement by his example, to 'these 
licentious and ensnaring entertain-^ 
vnentSy but also- to do what in him, lies, 
to dissuade other s^ especially those /un* 
der his care^ from resorting to places 
of so much danger an^ infection. - .; 
. It must be confessed^ that it is no 
easy matter to prevail on those who are 
carried axpay by the false -maxims and 
practice of- a corrupt and deluded 
worlds to renounce their, sensual gratis 
ficationSy for the more refined pleasures 
of Virtue and Religion ; ' but the diffi- 
culty of the work should not discourage 
the attempt. , / have therefore ; en- 
deavoured, according to my ability ^ to 
hy before the reader the advantages ' 
attending a . good life ; in fio^e.^ tKox 
whoever seriously eonsiders 'tftViaV -K^ 



vy imtgrem AutttUt of it i»W; 
tomnsjuturii Mppinii^. 

kri*m tkit mat I mn bj^¥ 

n incttUaMwiih HtUdk ^itttei^ 
^ ih iha'ny 6f ihtst t^elknt 
» ivhicA ate iHi'id^ i^tdiit; 
tk I coii^^ km mitch gdml 
a« dbM by those small irtitfik 
voe Uen ptinted attd i^sptm^ 
^r», TatH enStikt^aged td kbp^ 
f little JVeatise iliitu HtmiA > 
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/ have udded some Prayers at the 
eifidofthis Booh, not with an intention 
to prescribe to^ any one, but to assist 
those who are not furnished with better 
helps; well knowing haw important a 
duty prayer is, and how highly ne^ 
cessary it- is for ecery good Christian 
to be frequent in his addresses to the 
Throne of Grace, ifecer he expects the 
favour of God, and hopes to find 
Grace to help him in time of qeed. 

May God of his great goodness give 
a blessing to these weffk endeavours, 
and render them instrumental to his 
glory, and the good of souls ! 
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CHAPTER L 

JJ/HAT mwit I do to be saved \ 

was a question which the Irem 

bling anrl astonished jailer put to Pau 

and Silas^ when he saw the prison 

dooi^ opened in a miraculous manner 

a question of ihe utmost moment aji( 

importance, and in which it nearl' 

concerns us all to Ue well resolved 

For if there be a Life. after the present 

and we do not die like the beasts tbd 

i perish; if Death. does not put a fina 

j period to our existence; but when thi 

short Life is ended, we evAex vi^^ci^^ 

' regions of eternity, av\d sV^ \i^ 

B 



*, and the Holy Scriptures, dc 
proclaim it is), how does it be- 
•very one of us to inquire, wha 
St do to attain everlasting Life 
\ consider whether we are in the 
at leads to Heaven and immor- 
or, if we have been so unhappj 
wander out of it, how we maj 
r and return to it again ? 
is an inquiry that deserves oui 
diligence and attention. For, 
arc ignorant of the will of God, 
wing it, will not follow or be led 
t unerring light, but suffer our- 



, of a Religious Life. % 

rtorldmsiy think, acid bow much soever 
they may applaud their own wisdom in 
contriving schemes to be rich and great; 
yet if their chief care and concern is 
about these things, it is certain they 
will be found fools ^ w*hen weighed ia 
the balance of true wisdom. 

He that is truly wise will consider/ 
that he has a Soul as well as a Body to 
take care of; a spiritual and immortal 
substance which can never die ; bul: 
^hen enlarged from that, prison ia 
which it is now confined, must live for . 
ever, either in happiness or . misery*^ 
Shall we theii be so foolish, as to con* 
fiae our ambitious pursuits within the 
narrow limits of this world, without 
coosiderifig whiit will be the condition 
of our souls hereafter? Shall we labour 
and toil for the meat that perisheth ; 
and be cold and lindifierent about the 
momentous concerns of eternity ? Shall 
we spare no pains in order to increase 
our temporal estates, and to lay up. 
goods for many years ; when we know 
not, but this night our souls «na^ &^, 
required of usf And \i vje >aaN^\s>a.^. 
no provision for their eN w\^^<v^^ "^^ 



4 The Great Imporfance 

fare ; what wilt it avail Ms tlmt we have 
been rich and great in this world ? 
• T/ie fas/lion of ihis teorld passetk 
away, and all the glory and splendour 
of it will, in a Uule tioie, have an end> 
How great then is the folly of that man, 
and bow deplorable will his condition 
be, who, instead of seeking the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness in the 
jirst place, has consumed his days in 
seeking after the bonouri and riches of 
this world, and has worn bitnself out in 
the pdrsuit of those things which are 
of no value in the sight of God ? 
wretched stopidity ! what shall it pro- 
Jit a mail, if he shall gain the uhole 
world, and lose his own soul ? Matt, 
xvi; 26. Time bears no proportion to 
eternity. The most exquisite pleasures 
of this life, which at best are but of a 
short continuanccj can never compen- 
sate fur the Ibss of' that happiness^ 
which God has prepared for them that 
laife him. How miserably then will 
tliat mpn be deceived, who places all 
his hopes and happiness in the poor 
aad empty satisfecliona o? si WTO.«.a!i 

JJA; tvhn Innl-a nn favlKoT tVxnn \\\e 



of a Religious Life. 

present time, and lives as if he caret 
not what became of him hereafter, pro 
vided he may but enjoy the pleasure 
ofsinjbr a season I 

But some, perhaps, may ask, wher 
is the man so abandoned to folly am 
madness, as to be content, for the sak 
of a present short lived happiness^ t 
be miserable for ever hereafter? I wis 
indeed, there were none such: but, alas 
there are too many that make this sa 
choice. Not that any one chooses ev 
for the sake of evil, or prefers miser 
before happiness (for a desire of happi 
ness is inseparable from our nature); be 
in the Scripture account of things, h 
is said to choose destruction who walk 
in the broc^d way that leads to it. Fc 
God has been pleased to set before t 
Lif^ and Death} Blessing and Cursing 
(Deut. XXX. 19*) rewards on the on 
haiKl, to encourage our obedience ; an 
punishments on the other, to deter i: 
from sin. As the man therefore, wh 
obeys the commandments of Goi 
choosy life; so h^ that dplibe^t^i^ 
trap£igresses them choos^^ deat>v i V 
ete#0 wbjich Gad hw iViw^AwsA ^ 

» 3 



6 The Great Imporiance 

sinner, even death eternal. For the 
wages of sin is -death, and he (hat 
chooses ihe one (let his pretences be 
what they may) must be said to choose 
the other ; because he knows (at least 
it 19 his own fault if he does nut know) 
ihat God wilt render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds : to them, who, bu 
patient ' continuance in well-doingi seek 
J or story and honour and immortatity ; 
eternal Hfe : but unto them that are 
contentious and do not ob^ the truth, 
but obpy unrighteousness ■ indignation 
and wrath, tributation and anguish. 
Upon every soul of man that doth evil, 
Roin. ii. 6 — 9. 

Spe, then what wretched folly the 
sinner is gyilty' of, (how wise soever 
he may think himself aiid how much 
soever he may despise the sober part of 
mankind), when he 6rst enters upon a 
life of wickedness ! for he i? then 
evidencing to all the world, that, Life 
and Death being set before him, he 
haB determined hia choice to the latter: 
— A'choice so absurd and unaccount- 
oi*i^ 'that, did not experiewte convince 

OS it M nfitkn- maAm wm- rnn\A \\U&\\ 
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think it possible for a rational creature 
to be so blind. O blessed God ! hasi 
thou set before us happiness and misery ; 
Joys unspeakable and full of glory on 
the 07ie hand, and torments endless and 
intolerable on the other! hast thou 
given us the light of reason to guide us, 
and superadded that of thy Holy Spirt 
to illuminate and instruct us; hast 
ihou implanted in our nature a dread 
oft and aversion for, pain and misery ^ 
and an insatiable and never-ceasing , 
thirst after happiness ; and is it pos* 
-^ible for us, after all this, to be so 
blind and senseless^ such enemies to our 
awn souls, and so regardless of their 
^ternal welfare, as to prefer the dafk 
ways of sin and misery before those 
blessed paths that lead to the bright re- 
gions y bliss and glory ! — Alas ! such . 
wretchedfools are too many among us, 
who, notwistanding all that thou hast 
done for us, will not hearken, nor be 
advised, but run headlong into the ways{ 
of sin and destructimu 

This indeed is a melancholy c<^vn^ 
siderAAqn ; and what ^\\i^ ^^ ^»:^ v^ 

Hwstkea men out ^£ \\u^ fex?^^^'^'^^ 



8 The Great Importance 

and to inspire them with a just sense of 
their danger ? what ! iiut entreat tlieoi to 
consider, that,, unless they repent, they 
will certainly perish ! For the wrath of 
God is revealed against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness, of vien :-~-and 
though God winked at the time of ig" 
nvrance ; yet now he commandeih all 
men every where to repent ; because he 
hath appointed a day^ in which he wilt 

judge the world in righteousness, by 
that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him 

from the dead. Acts xvii. 30, 31. In 
that awful day, sinners will in vain call 
to the mountains gnd rocks to fall o/f 
them, and to hide them from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb. — For, when 
the great day of his wrath is come, who 
shall thea be ahle to stand? — Rev. vi. 
J6, 17. Who, indeed, sliall be able to 
stand before t^ie face of an incensed 
God, and hear him projuounce th^t 
dreadful sentence. Depart fr^m me, ye 

■t^^^, into ecerlasting fire, prepared 
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who can bear an eternity of horror and 
despair? fFho can dwell with implaca- 
ble fiends in everlasting burnings f 
Is. xxxiii. 14. 

These are considerations of infinite 
concern, and sufficiently shew us the 
great necessity of denying ungodliness 
and worldly lustSy and living righle- 
Ouslyt soberly, and godly^ in this pre-- 
£ent world. But because the weightiest 
tniths, when their consequences arc not 
immediately felt, are too iapt to be dis- 
regarded ; I shall enlarge a little upoa 
tlie Great Importance of a Religious 
Ufe, by endeavouring to prove these 
three things : 

I. That there is no solid happiness 
to be attained in this life^ but in the 
practice of Religion. 

II. That as Religion is the only thing 
that can make us happy while We live, 
so there is nothing but a good life can 
give us any comfortable prospect, when 
we come to die. 

III. That a conscientious observance 
of the duties of Religion mVV \\^\. wic^ 
wake va live happW^ aw^ ^\^ c.^\xi- 

/brtably; but, what U \u^v\\Vfc\N >^^^^^^ 
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10 The Great Importance 

all this, will most certainly be rewarded 
with eternal happiness in the life to 
come. 

Firsts then, I shall endeavour to 
prove, That there is no solid happiness 
to be attained in this life but in the 
practice of Religion. 

It has been the great artifice^ of the 
Devil, to possess the minds of un- 
thinking men with an opinion that Re- 
ligion is a sour, mprose, ill-natured 
prindple ; an enemy to whatever is 
pleasant and cheerful ; and that who- 
ever engages in the practice of it, must 
renounce all the pleasures and enjoy-^ 
ments of this life. But as the Devil 
ijs the Father of Lies^ it is no woncfep 
that hQ iet$ every thing before us iu a 
false and deceiful light : it was by these 
means he. deceived our first unhappy 
parents ; and it is by the same methods 
he endeavours to betray their too cre- 
dulous posterity* He is eontioually 
representing Evil as Good^ and Good as 
Evil; putting Darkness for Light y and 
Light for Darkness. He knows that 
ihere is such a beauty aud co.u\eUaess 
Ai JieiigioDp 98 no one can be»Vvo\^ \vVw! 
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with love and adnjiration: and there- 
fore he endeavours to draw a veil over 
its lustre, and to raise in our minds 
frightful ideas concerning it. And too 
many, alas ! are misled by such false 
and unjust representations. 

But would men be persuaded once to 
make the experiment; would they for- 
. sake the dangerous paths of sin, and 
walk in the way that leads to ever- 
lasting happiness ; would they retire 
from the noise and tumult of a loose and 
disordered life^ and listen to the still 
voice of reason and Religion ; they 
would . quickly find how grossly they 
have been cheated, and wonder how it 
was possible they should so long have 
been deceived. They would soon dis- 
cover, and then admire, the Beauty of 
Holiness J and be thoroughly convinced 
that there is no pleasure like that of a 
gOQd conscience; no real and solid 
happiness but what results from a life 
of virtue and holiness. They would 
then bless the happy change they had 
-made, and would not part witli <^^v^ 
interest in Heav^ti tor \5ae igce^Xs.^ ei\\.- 
joyments this world covX^ «^^^ "^^"^ 



12 The Great Importance 

All those empty pleasures which oncf 
captivated and ensnared them, would 
then appear mean and contemptible \ 
and nothing would be thought of anj 
real value, but what sets them forward 
in the way of salvation. 

O happy man! (whosoever thou 
beest) that hast made this noble trial, 
and by a true and sincere repentance 
^ art restored to the favour and love of 

God I thou hast turned away thine eyes 
from beholding vanity, and canst npw 
look up with confidence to God, and 
relish the pleasures of a virtuous life. 
How is thy mind filled with love ahd 
joy arwl adimration, when thou con- 
siderest, that by the grace and good- 
ness of God, thou art rescued out of 
the jaws of the. devouring lion, and art 
delivered from fear and shame ^nd self* 
condemnation : the sure and miserable 
attendants of a guilty conscience ! 

We may have some idea of the hap- 
piness of such a man by considering 
what is the pleasure of a redeemed 
captive .when restored to his country, 
his Jiberty, and his friends; or of a 
. warmer got safe on shore Biilet ^ ^vwm, 
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wherein he was every moment in ex- 
pectation of being swallowed up by 
the deep. And yet it must be onned, 
the comparison tails infinitely short: 
for. what slavery is so great as that of 
a soul under the bondage and don^inion 
of Sia? or, what are the most terrible 
dangers of the sea, when compared with 
those to which the sinner is continually 
exposed ? 

But have: not some, it may be asked, 
made trial of Religion, and yet have 
found no satisfaction therein ; as may 
be concluded from their returning again 
to their former course of life? It is 
true, there are some instances (and sad 
ones they are, God knows) of persons 
who after they have been once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the hea^ 
verily gifty and been made partakers of 
the Holy, Ghost ^ have yetjallen away^ 
and entered again into a life of sin 
and debauchery^ But has this been 
owing to a dislike^ of Religion? by no 
means ; but rather to a want of care in 
not avoiding the company which ha^ 
formerij seduced them ; ot V^ ^ Sss^^gx- 
fajaesss, or at lefU6t a ueAecX> oS. ^^^^^ 

C 



14 The Great Importance 

and resolutions they have made ; or, it 
may be, they have fallen under some 
violent temptation, which they have not 
so vigorously resisted as they might and 
ought to have done* Instances, how- 
ever, of this kind, I trust are but rare* 
Whereas on the other hand, how many 
are there, who having forsaken the com- 
pany and conversation of the wicked, 
and, having lamented the folly and 
madness of their past lives ; have, from 
being the slaves of sin and Satan, be- 
come the servants of God ? these- will 
tell you from their own experience, 
that they have found more true peace 
and satisfaction in conquering one 
vicious habit, than they ever met with 
in the most sensual enjoyment ; that all 
their past sinful pleasures yield them 
now no other fruits,, than those bitter 
ones of shame and remorse : and that in 
Religion, on the contrary, they find sucli 
a spring of comfort continually re« 
-freshing their souls, as they would not 
part with for all tl>is world can possibly 
give them ; that they taste such a plea- 
Bure in the service of God, a^ makes 
^bem with'^holy David^ de«\tt& to duodi 
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in the house of. the Lord all the days of 
their lives^ to behold the fair beauty of 
the Lord, and to visit his temple; 
Psalm xxviL 4. and, like him, esteem 
it better to be a door-keeper in the house 
of the Lordf one of the meanest of 
God's servants, than to dwell in the 
tents of ungodliness, amid the delights 
and pleasures of a wicked and deluded 
worid. 

In fact, nothing can give a man so 
exquisite a satisfaction^ as to reflect 
upon the actions of a wellrspent life ; 
to consider that he has made God his 
friend and secured an interest in the 
favour of hioi who is the eternal source 
and fountain of all good ; infinite ia 
mercy and loving:-kindness, as well as 
in his power; not only able, but willin| 
and ready to help and assist him in al 
difficulties : a Being to whom he may 
-have recourse under tvery trial and 
temptation ; under the greatest cala- 
lies and troubles of life ; to whom he 
may lay open all his wants and infirmi- 
tietn pour forth all his sottONv^ ^^^ ^-^ 
£iciwD$, and may ^l a\\ \Ai»es» x« >ficv ^wv- 
Sdeace look up, aa V>evtv^ ^saxx^^^ ^^ 

c % 



16 The Great Impcyrtanct 

he has a powerful Intercessor in heaven, 
Jesus Christ the righteous, in whom we 
tkive redemption through his bloody eoen 
the forgiveness of^ sins ; Col. i. 14. and 
who is able to save them to the utter^- 
most that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. Heb. vii. 25. I say, for a man 
to consider these important truths ; tQ 
think that he is answering the end of 
his creation ; that he is doing the work 
for which he was sent into the world; 
that he is become a member of Christy 
a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of //eflx?ew— how must such 
thoughts cheer and refresh his soul with 
a solid, substantial, and lasting plea- 
sure ! in comparison whereof all the 
vain and empty enjoyments of this 
world are as nothing. 

But then, on the contrary, for a 

wicked man to reflect, that the face 

of the Lord is against them that do evil, 

Psalm xiv. 16. and consequently that 

he is in the number of those against 

whom God has declared bis displeasure; 

tAat instead of working out hVs SciVott- 

»^w m/A fear and trembling, \^^ \^ 

daily leaping up to himself u^ratli 
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i^ainst the day of wrath ; and though 
(it may be) be is now eloathed with 
purple and Jine linen, and fares sump^ 
tuoudy eoery day ; tliougb he may at 
present live in all the gaiety and splen?- 
dour, the pomp and luxury, of a great 
fortune, yet there will come a tipie 
(and, for aught he knows, it may not be 
maoy . moments off) when he shall be 
stript of all his pleasures and enjoyr 
dientSi «nd want even a drop of water 
to cool- his tongue : — surely, such conr 
«idef ation^ as these must strike the siq^ 
ner with horror and amazement, and 
-like Belshazzar wbren he saw the hand- 
writing upon the wall, make him trera^ 
ble^ evefti in the midst of his gr^fitest 
mirth and jollity. . 

Can a man with such impressions on 
bis mind (and tbese^ or something like 
t^e will be sure to haunt the sinner) 
be said to be happy? Are th^ stiqgs of 
conscience, the terrors of an almighty 
Judge^ and the dreadful expectations of 
God's vengeance, consistent with a 
state of satisfaction ?t— Alaa I t.hA \5ifeR2t~ 
tiae may flatter h\u^se\i, «cA ^vci«. "^^ 
MG€eivf^ others, bj pviVXlvcv^ oiW V>^ /^ ^ 

c 3 
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gaiety and pleasantness ; but, it is cer- 
tain, his mind can never be long at 
rest, while he carries about him a faith- 
ful monitor, that will be continually up- 
braiding him for his folly and madness; 
representing to him the dangers to 
which he is exposed, and crossing him, 
as it were in his way, while he is in 
full pursuit of his unlawful pleasures. 
And though he may perhaps be able 
sometimes to silence the voice of this 
troublesome companion, by mere dint 
of noise and extravagance ; yet when 
his passions abate (for they cannot al- 
wa:ys be upon the stretch) and the man 
grows cool, he will find the upbraidings 
of his conscience return upon him with 
the greater violence. The shame and 
anguish, the horror and confusion, that 
he will then feel^ will infinitely over- 
balance all the satisfactions he can meet 
with in the enjoyment of his sinful 
pleasures. 

' I own, indeed, this is not the case of 

every sinner. A man, by a long course 

of wickedness, may arrive at such an 

Aardeaed steLiCy as to be lut^i'^^VAe oC 

.^/y^ virtuous impress\bu$ \ \i\^ ^o\A iftsv^ 
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be seared, as it were^ with an hot iroD, 
and be fallen into such a deep and fatal 
lethargy, as nothing perhaps shall be ^ 
able to awaken it, till it comes to feel 
the very torments of the damned, fiut 
no one, I believe^ will think this to be a 
state of happiness. 

The truth is, if we consider a wicked 
man with respect to' this woj-ld only, ab- 
stractedly from what will be his portion 
hereafter, we shall find that there are 
many and great evils to which he is ex- 
posed, beside the torments of a guilty 
conscience. Are not pains and aches, 
rottenness^ and diseases, the natural 
effects of lust and intemperance? po- 
verty and broken fortunes, the certain 
consequence of pride and prodigality? 
jDoes not passion, and anger, and re^ 
venge, frequently expose men to mis- 
chievous, and many times, fatal quar- 
rels and contentions ? Does not robbery, 
theft, add niurder, bring upon others 
a shameful and untimely end? how 
many evils are there in the world, that 
are the immediate effects of ine^'^ n v^%V 
From whence comt wars and 5v?)\^^"^^?>^ 
amo^g you; says Sx, J awes % \n. ^ 
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Come they not hence, eve7i of your lusti 
that war in your members ? and from 
the same fatal source are derived many 
of those other evils and calamities which 
some men labour under. If we trace 
them to their original, we shall find 
them to be the natural fruits of lusts • 
and passions; to have proceeded. from 
covetous and ambitious desires, and 
the gratification of unruly appetites. 
Indeed, how can it be otherwise, if we 
consider, that the curse of the Lordis 
in the house of the wicked ; mid that 
evil pursueth sinners. Prov. iii. 33^ 
xiii. 21. How can any thing but 
misery attend him who has proyokl^d 
the anger of an Almighty God ? 

Let us now consider, what is the lot 
and portion of good mep in this world; 
^nd whetheir the pr^^ctice of virtue and . 
righteousness is. not the mo&t likely. Way 
to promote present as well as future 
happiness, and to make our pilgrimage 
hereon earth a* state of.tolerahle ease 
and cbmfort, 

Solomon had as much experience of 
(he pleasure of the woxld as i^vet mai^ 
A&d, and tried as maj^^ v^a^a X» \»aS«^ 
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himself happy as his heart could devise; 
having kept nothing from his eyes, that 
ihejj desired, nor withheld his heart 
from any joy ; Eccles. it. JO. and yet 
when he came to cast up the account, 
he found this to be the sum of it, that 
aU zvas vanity and *oexation of spirit. 
Accordingly, when 4)C is instructing his 
son in the ways of true happiness, he 
advises him to get wisdom and under* 
standing. For, wisdom, says he, is the 
principal thing : therefore get wisdom ; 
and with all thy getting get under-* 
standing. And as an encouragement 
to do so, he tells tiim^ that happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom, and the man 
that get teth understanding: For, the 
merchandize of it is better than the 
merchandize of silver^ and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more 
precious than rubies, and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be com^ 
pared unto her. Length of days is in 
her right hand, and in her left hand 
riches and honour. Her ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her '^atU^^ or^ 
peace. Prov. iii. \3, See. "^Xxv^v^^s^^^sv 
Md understanding, w\\\c\\ V^ \^^^^ 
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mends as a treasure of so great value, 
is not the wisdom of this world (for that 
is foolishness with God^ 1. Cor. iii. 19-) 
but it is the wisdom that comethfrom 
aiovCj which m\l make us nise unto 
salvation : the wisdom of living in the 
fear and love of God, and in a strict 
obedience to his commandments. The 
Jear of the Lord^ says he, is the Ae- 
ginning of wisdom^ and the Jcnowledge 
of the holy is understanding : JProv, ix*. 
10. or as it is in Job^ Behold the fear 
of the Lordy that is wisdom; and to (cte- 
part from ^il is understanding. Job. 
xxviii. 28., 

Behold then the excellency of Re-, 
ligion ! it not only secures to us a re*, 
versipn of epdless happiness, but makes 
our live3 at present easy and delight- 
ful : the very paths of Religion are plea- 
sant, as well as the eod to which they 
lead. It is true, vic^e ha^ iis present 
pleasures as well as virtue: but then 
there is this difference between them ; 
the pleasures of sin, are weak, short- 
lived, and only varnished over; theyr 
/^g/n aad end almost in tW ^m^ \si^>- 
"JJenL and can never be DUVcSbA&e&^QKi 
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at the expcnce of much succeeding 
trouble, shame, and self condemnation. 
Whereas those which result from a holy 
and religious life, are substantial, sin- 
cere, steady and secure : they leave no 
disgust upon the mind ; no loathings 
-and dislike : are neither accompanied 
with shame, nor followed with remorse 
or sadness : those bitter allays to all 
sinful gratifications. " We may talk 
" of pleasures and enjoyments, says a 
" Great Prelate^ of our church, but 
^* no man ever truly found them, till 
" be became acquainted with God, and 
" was made sensible of his love, and 
" partaker of his heavenly favours, and 
" lived in an entire friendship and 
" communion with him." No, cer- 
tainly; Religion is the only happiness 
of a rational creature, the only thing 
that ean give us any true and real 
satisfaction : all other pleasures are, at 
best, but short and transitory; but in 
Religlion we find a delight and satisfac- 
' tion, . which is solid, substantial, and 

^^rcA. 2/York, inMs Volume of Scrmon^^J-^^^ 
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lasting ; a delight that grows and im- 
proves under thought and reflection. 
Whenever {to use the words of 
another excellent person) an action 
is good and virtuous^ it is not only 
'^ natural, but carries with it a felicity 
flowing from, and essential to, the 
** very nature of it. Paternal, coq- 
*' jugal, filial affection ; are they not 
" full of delight? Justice, friendship, 
" beneficence, all the offices of hti- 
" manity, and the whole train of 
** virtues; does not the exercise of 
'^ them administer the most sincere and 
"lasting joy? The propensity there 
'^ is in us toward them, and the satis* 
faction there is in the doing of them, 
does in dis[X)sitions not debauched, 
** lead most irresistibly to the practice 
'* of them: w*e have, when we are 
" about them, no boding, misgiving 
'^ thoughts^ no forbidding whispers^ no 
*' secret reluctancy. Comfort, com- 
" placency of mind, and a gralttlating 
" conscience, always accompany such 
" actions." 
What a perpetual source of joy and 
consolation is a good cotv^CAft\ie^\ \X 
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gladdens the heart, cheers and re« 
freshes the soul, and fills the mind with 
a constant serenity and cheerfulnessi 
which is infinitely to be preferred to the 
noisy mirth of fools and madmen. Hq 
that is possessed of thjs inestimable 
jewel, has a treasure greater than all the 
riches of the Indies : a treasure, which 
he always carries about with him, and 
which neither the malice of the Devil, 
nor the wickedness of men can rob him 
of And so long as he retains this 
ftijx4 of joy and comfort, (as he always 
may, unless he is wretchedly wanting to 
himself) he can never be truly miser- 
able. For a good- conscience, as it 
gives a relish to all our outward enjoy- 
ments, so it abates and takes off the 
edge of the sharpest affliction : and not 
onlyenabl€3 a man to bear up under 
present evils, but fortifies him against 
the dread and apprehension of future 
ones. It arms him with courage and 
resolution, and gives him such a firm- 
neas and presence of mind, as makes 
him able to endure the greatest shock. 
Solomon observes, thaX. theme\^^A.5VA^«. 
wAen no man pursueth' ; but tK^ "^^^^ 
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teous are bold as a lion. Prov. xxviii. 
1. And the Holy Psalmist tells us, 
that a good man shall not be afraid of 
any evil tidings ; for his heart standeth j 
fasti and believeth in the Lord* Ps. 
cxii. 7. The Lordy says he, is my light 
and my salvation ; whom then shall I 
f€ar ? the Lord is the strength of my 
life : of whom shall I be afruid ? 
Ps. xxvii, 1. Vea^ though I walk 
through ^the valley of the shadow of 
death y I will fear no evil ; for 
thou art with vie^ thy rod and thy 
staff* comfort me, Ps, xxiii. 4. What 
indeed should he fear, whose soul is 
anchored upon the rock of ages; who 
has the God of Jacob for his help; 
whose hope is in the Lord his God ? Ps. 
cxlvi. 5. He knows that he is in the 
hands of a most gracious and merciful 
FatbeTy and is' fully persuaded that all 
things shall work together for good to 
them that love him : be is assured, 
that the eye of the Lord -is upon them 
that fear him ;- upon them ihat hope in 
his mercy to deliver their soul from 
^eath, itnd to keep them alive in 
J^mme. Ps. xxxii. 1», 19* Km4 \!Qst^- 
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fore he can rejoice in. God, even in the 
midst of trouble and affliction, when he 
considers, that as his afflictions come 
from the hands of a good and gracious 
Being, who does not willingly afflict the 
children of men; so he knows, that as 
the time is shorty they can be of no long 
continuance, and that, if he makes a 
right use of them, they will work for. 
him a far more exceeding and eternal, 
weight of glory. 2 Cor. iv. 17. . 

S^e then the folly and madness o£ 
those, that take not God for their 
strength; hut trust to the multitude 
of their riches^ and strengthen th^m^. 
selves in their, wickedness^ Ps, lii. 7* 
and think by the^e means to be for* 
tified against the evils of this Jife. !-— 
Alas ! there are numberless calamities^ 
from which wealth and power cao 
never shelter us: and therefore if a 
man withdraws his trust in God, and 
takes sanctuary in the Mrength of his 
wi(:kedness, he will find himself 
miserably mistaken when the day of 
adversity comes upon him. The wei^|v^ 
of sin superadded to \Sa»X ^i v^\s\\w^ 
tvils, is a burthen he^vV^T \XvbA:i ^«s^ ^^ 
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• 

son is able to bear. It is certain, what- 
ever the great of this world may think, 
nothing can alleviate the pressure of 
worldly troubles but a good life. It 
is that and that only, which is a suf- 
ficient counterpoise to balance the 
weight of any severe affliction : nothing 
else is sufficient to support a man in 
the evil days of his pilgrimagCy and to 
sustain his spirit under the most op- 
pressive calamities of this life. All 
other experiments, how promising 
soever, will be found vain and ineffec- 
tuaL The consciousness of having in 
some measure lived holily atid uh« 
blameably, will make him look up wilb 
humble assurance to the great Sup- 
porter of his being, enable him to see 
through the darkest clouds of sorrow, 
and behold with an eye of faith that 
heavenly country to which lie is tra- 
velling, and where he hopes shortly to 
arrive. And this, though it will not 
wholly remove the afflictions which 
God IS sometimes pleased, for wise and 
good ends, to send upon some men in 
iAh life, nor make us VuseusWAe oIl vJaa 
poiJffs that attend them; >)e\. \\ mW 
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greatly lessen and enervate their force, 
and enable us to bear up under them 
with courage and even cheerfulness. 
For how stJ'ong a consolation must it 
be for a good man, under bodily pains, 
or grief of mind^ to contemplate a state 
where there shall be no more sorrow, 
no more pain^ and where all tears shall 
be nnped for ever from his eyes ! or, if 
he is under the pressure of want and 
extreme necessity, how must it support 
and relieve his sinking spirits to con- 
dder, that he has a Father in heaven 
who will never leave^ him nor forsako 
him, Heb. xiii. 5. how much soever 
he may at present think fit to deprive 
him of outward comforts ! and that there 
is no person in the world so great, so 
prosperous, or sro happy, but that 
(having a little patience) he himself 
shall be more so ! 

The sum of what I have said upon 
this head is so elegantly expressed by 
the aathor of a late Essay upon the Om- 
nipresence of God, that, I am per- 
•suaded, I shall leave VbJa ^^^oxv^nx 
TOore strongly upon m'S t^aAw*^ \Ki\sA 
if I give the words oi xWe >as^^^ 

x> 3 
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but excellent person : ' How happy, 
(says he, speakin*:; of the intercourse 
there is between God and tlie souls of 
good Men) * how happy is an in* 
tellectual being, who by prayer and 
meditation, by virtue and good 
works, opens this communication 
between God and his own soul ! 
though the whole creation aliOiild 
frown upon him, and all nature loolc 
black about him, he has this light and 
support within him, that are able to 
cheer his mind and bear him up in 
the midst of all those horrors which 
encompass him. He knows that his 
helper is at hand, and is always, 
nearer to' him thaa any thing else can 
be which is capable of annoying or 
terrifying him. In the midst of ca- 
lumny or contempt, he attends to 
that Being, who whispers better things 
within his soul, and whom he looks 
upon as his defender, his glory, and 
the lifter up of his head. In his 
deepest solitude and retirement he 
knows that he is in company with the 
greatest of Beings; auA \>c\xe\N^^ 
yJthm himself such veal ^^u^^uuv\^ \>\ 
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* bis presencet as are more delightful, 
^ than any thing that can be inet with 
' in the conversation of his creatures^ 

* Even in the hour of death he con* 
^ siders the pains of his dissolution to 
^ be nothing else but the breaking down 
*. of that partition which stands be- 
f tween bis soul and the sight of that 
^ Being, who is always present with 
^ him, and is about to manifest itself 

* to him in fulness of joy. 

' If we would be thus happy, (to 
proceed in the words of this pious 
author) ^-and thus sensible of our 
Maker's presence, from the secret 
effect of his mercy and goodness; 
we must keep such a watch over all 
our thoughts, that, in the language of 
^ the Scripture, his soul may have 
pleasure in us; we must take 
care not to grieve his Holy Spirit, but 
endeavour to make the meditations 
of our hearts always acceptable in his 
sight, that he may delight thus to re* 
side and dwell in us. The light of na- 
ture could direct ^'eneca V.o ^v^ ^^^- 
tnne, in a very teawcV^i^^ ^v>^^»5IS 
' i^afong his epis\\Q^% sacw \n«;^^ 
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nobis SpirituSf bonorum malorumque 
Custos et observatur ; et quemadmo^ 
dum nos ilium traciamus^ ita et ilie 
nos. There is a Holy Spirit residing 
in us, who watches and observes both 
good and evil men, and will treat us 
after the same manner that we treat 
him. But 1 shall conclude' (says the 
same author) ^ this discourse with 
those mote emphatical words in 
Divine Revelation ; If any man love 
me, he will keep my wordy and my Fa- 
ther will love him^ and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with 
himJ* 

I have thus far considered the effects 
of a good life, first, as it fills bur 
xninds with joy, peace, and comfort, and 
delivers us from those uneasy reflec- 
tions which haunt and torment the 
sinner; and, secondly, as it is a mieans 
to secure us from thote evils, which 
are the immediate consequences dl 
sin ; and supports us under such afflic- 
tions as it sometifnes pleases God to 
send upon good men in this world. I 
sAa/J now considet it wil\i xe^^ecX \o 
^Mne dth6r adfantages Vt Vi«iV\\ tJ^w^ 
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tlifit of a wicked course of actions : and 
I trust it will fully appear, that there is 
nothing^o likely to secure a man's hap- 
piacss. in this world, as a strict ob- 
servance of the precepts and duties of 
Religion. 

St. Peter lays it down as ap un* 
dou bted truth, that whosoever desires .U;^ 
live happily, must live faolily. He that 
will love iife^ says he, and see good 
datfSj iet him refrain his tongue jrov» 
evilf and his lips that they speak m 
guile ; iet him eschew eoil^ and do geodk 
1 Pet^iii. lOy 11. And the reason that 
temporal prosperity is so likely to be 
the'lotand portion of the religious man 
is, because the. eyes of the Lord are 
aoer the iighfcous^ and his ears are 
open unto their prayers^ but the face of 
the Lord ie against them that do evU^ 
1 Pet. iii. 12.. It is? very evident from 
the whole tenor of the Scriptures, that 
the providence of God watches over 
and supports good men in this world. 
,0 haste andsee^ says the holy Psalmi$it« 
Innv gracious the Lord is / hk%s£sL \% 
the man that (rweeih in him. O St-w 
S/e the Lord^ 3/c I hat arc H\s^ sdm\.% 
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for^ they that fear him lack nothing. 
The lions do lack, a7id suffer hunger ; 
hut they who seek the Lord shall want 
710 manner of thing that is good. Ps. 
xxxiv. 8, 9y. 10. How remarkable are 
the words of the wise son of Sirachj to 
the same purpose ! Look at the ge^ 
^rations of old, says he, did ever any 
trust in the Lord, and was confounded f * 
or did afiy abide in his fear, atfdwas 
Jbrsaken f or whom did he ever despise 
that called upon him ? Eccles. ii. 10* 
Add to this the observation of holy 
David ; I have been youngs and now 
Mm old; yet saw I never the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging their, 
bread. Ps* xxxvii. 25. On the con* 
trary^ / have seen, says he, the ungodly 
in great power, and fourishing • tike a 
green bay-tree : I went by, and, loJ he 
was gone ; I sought him, but his plact 
could no where be found, ver. 35, 36. 
The contemplation of this watchful pro- 
vidence of God over good men madQ 
the devout Psalmist resolve, and 
say, Iviill always give thanks unto the 
^rd; his pr aim shall eocr 6c in tng 
^^u/A Ps. xxxlv. !• 
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It is certain, that God is a bekig of 
infinite purity and holiness: and as be 
must therefore hate iniquity with the 
utmost abhorrence ; so there is no 
doubt, but a serious and conscientious 
observance of the duties of Religioa 
will recommend a man to bis favour 
and protection. . He that feeds the 
Jbwls of the aiVf clothes the grass of 
the field, and is of a nature so diffu- 
sively bountiful, as to make his sun to 
rise on the eoU, as well as m the good, 
and sends his rain both on the just and 
unjust ; will undoubtedly in d, more 
peculiar manner bless the lab#urs of 
an honest and industrious man, and 
provide for those that fear, him and 
keep his commandments. I would not 
be understood to say, that nev^r any 
wicked man hath prospered/ nor any 
good man been unsticcessful in this 
'world : it frequently pleiuses God, for 
wise and good ends, to suffer the 
righteous to fall iqto great perplexities 
and distresses. However, since the 
Scriptures assure us, that the. Lord will 
bless the righteous^ cmd c<mv.'yas^ V>xv> 
mth Jwour as WTitH a sHVeXd.^ ^^>^ 
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Id. that wealth 'and rkkei shall be in 
the house of him thalj'earetk the Lord, 
Vi. cxi\. 3. and delighteth in his ccm- 
Toandments ; Ps. cxii. 1. that blessing 
shall be upon his head-; Prov. x. 6. 
tlKtt the home of the righteous shall 
standi xii. 7. ana the tabernacle of the 
upright shall Jhurish ; Tay, 11. that it 
shall be well with them that fear God: 
Eceles. viii.' IS> and, in short, that 
Godliness hath the promise of the life 
iket now is, as n-cll as of that which is 
to cwge; 1 Tim. iv. 8. we may cer- 
tainly ctHiclude, that astrict'observance 
of the duties of the Christian Religion, 
is the most hkely way. a man can 
take to ttirive and prosper in the 
world, 'and to make his {ife comfort* 
able aod^ba'ppy. 

Of this truth we may be convinced 
not only from the lestimooy of Scrip* 
lure, but from the reason and nature 
of things. For, let Any one consider 
whether he' who is just and true in all 
his f)eahngs; honest and sincere in alt 
his professions ; and faithful to his 
word and promises; who. is diligetot 
^od iadustrioas in h» cafivo^v ''•^ 
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mokes it his constant rule to do to all 
men as he would they should do to 
him ; and is so far from endeavouring 
to over-reach and defraud his neijgh- 
bour, that he chooses rather to forego . 
the greatest gain, than purchase it at 
the ex pence of the least injustice — t 
say, it is impossible for any person to 
reflect and not acknowledge, it is much' 
more probable that such a man should 
enlarge his fortune in the world, than 
he wivo acts the very reverse, that prac- 
tises all the arts of cheating and lying, 
of* over-reaching and circuuiventibn, ' 
and stoops to every thing, how base 
aiVd dishonest soever, which he thinks 
wHf tunj to his present profit ; that 
considers not so much how honest add 
upright his actions are, as how pro- 
fitable; and cares not what his neigh- ' 
bour suflfers by his injustice, if he him-, 
self docs but get by it. Such a inan 
when* he comes to be known (as he will • 
not be able long to conceal himself), 
will; certainly lose his credit and re- 
putation ; he will becotv\o W\a\ ^^^ 
despised; and evet^ 'p^t^ow vi^ N^^ 
M/raid to have any de^\\x\^^ ^"^"^ ^"^^ 
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On tlie other hand, the honest and up- 
right man (beside the blessing of God, 
■which he cannot fail of) will be sure to 
nieet with the love and esteem of all . 
tliat know him: he will have fewi if i 
any enemies; but many friends, and . 
those some of the wisest and best of . 
men; who will be always ready to as-. 
Bist him, and glad of every opportunity 
of promotinghis interest and happiness. 
2. Another great blessing of Life, 
and which gives a relish to all other en- 
joyments, is Heallk. And who is more 
likely to obtain this blessing than the 
religious men? for will not tem- 
perance, sobriety, and virtue ("duties 
wbicb he constantly practises) conduce 
more to a sound and vigorous constitu- 
tion of body, than surfeiting and drun- 
kenness, lust and intemperance? the 
mischievous effects of which are too 
visible to be denied. IFfio hath woe f 
(said Solomon) who hath sorrow f who 
hdthcoiiientionsfwhohathbabblirigfwho - 
hath wounds vithout cause f who hath 
redness oj eyes f ITtcy that tarry long 
^/ f//e reme, tliey /Aut go loseek miawt 

f/y^e^ Prnv. vviti. «Q. SO. \\\viVmW!i 
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and diseases have some men brought 
upon themselves, merely by their ex- 
cesses and debaucheries ! diseases, 
which have not terminated with their 
own lives, hut have been entailed upon 
their unhappy posterity ! and how can 
it be otherwise, unless it should please 
God to change the nature of things? 
for, if men will run into those excesses 
which inflame and corrupt their blood : 
it is no wonder that gout^ or dropsy, or 
sdihe moire immediately fatal distemper, 
should proceed frpm such disorders. 
And when a vicious or debauched pa- 
rent has brought rottenness into his 
own bones ; though the children may 
be free from the vices of their father^ 
yet they frequently feel all their lives the 
u]ischievou3 effects of his transgres- 
sions. 

3. Again : a cheerful and contented 
mind is another great blessing of Life ; 
for, without it, nothing i:) this world 
can make us happy. Aqd^ by what 
means shall a 'man obtain this de^vctiVA!^ 
disposino/i, but by the pv«LCUc.ei^*l '^Ssfc- 
ligioii? That will teach \\\ui x.o;5^^^^ 
hh will to God, to svibra\t vo ^2\ ^ 
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dispensations of his providence, a] 
to be patient and easy, cheerl'ul ai 
satisfied, under every disappointnie 
and trouble be may meet with; 
IcaoK-ing that (iod is the sovereign d 
poser of all thiflgs ; a beiugof iufini 
goodness, kindness, and love; that 
7/»a not wiitiiigly (ifflict the children 
men, but makes eve^-y thing uork 1 
' gather for good to them that iove fiii 
And how quiet, easy, and contents 
mustsuchanianbeunderall events! 1 
•ifi^ledrned, Y/hHSt. Paul, how io-ahom 
and how to xoant : and as he is d 
puffed up with the one, so neither is I 
castxiown, when it pleases God to ser 
Ibe other ; but goes through the wor] 
with' a calm, eveo, and contented mini 
undisturbed by that inquietude, impi 
tience, and discontent, from which 
proud, envious, and ambitious man 
seldom, if ever, free. 

4. Peace is another great blessin, 
highly conducive to the happiness i 
lite: and to this the religious man hi 
tbejusiest claim. He considers, tha 
^/"Go^ so loved us, as to send his St 
^o^e {//e propitiation for our sins, ■ 
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ought also to love one another ; 1 John 
iv. 10. 11. and therefore he is aa 
enemy to no man, but kind and good- 
patured and oblif^ing to all ; and, if 
any person is so unreasonable as to re- 
ward him evil for good J fas the Psalmist 
complains soma had done to himself) 
yet, in imitation of his blessed Saviour, 
whose example he continually sets be* 
fore him, he does good lo them that 
hate him^ and prays for them that 
despitefullif use him^ and persecute 
him. Matt. v. 44* IV hen he is re- 
viledt he reviles not • again : when he 
suffers^ he threatens not, but com* 
mitteth himself to him that judgeth 
righteously. 1 Pet. ii. 23. He re- 
solves, as St. Paw/ advises, to put away 
all bitterness^ andwrath^ and anger ^ and 
clamour, and eroil-speaking, with all 
malice ; Eph. iv, 3 1 . and -endeavours ta 
attain that wisdom which is from above^ 
which is fr St pure, then peaceable, gen-^ 
tk, ^nd easy to be entreated y full of 
mercy and gmd ftuiis^ i^^ \\v Vtx 
This priffCiple .i&{ \ove^ «LtA Oci'w>x^ 
and good wi)lir to matiVAvvt\^ ^a» HX ^^' 
ders, the: Ipin^S^kt ajid ^«^. c^JSs^^^ 
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composed; so it makes a man not onry 
happy in bifiiself, but a blessing and 
comt«rt i& all aboul him ; and con- 
sequently attracts the love, esteem, and- 
adtniratioa.of all those that see and feel 
the kind and benign influence of so di- 
vine a tenaper. Great peace, says the 
Psalmistt kave they ie/iich love thy 
Law, and nothing shaU offaid them, 
Ps. cxix. 165. And the Prophet bb- 
sures as, Tkat the work t>f' righteous- 
ness shall he peace ; aad the ejects of' 
righteousness, ^ietness end assurance 
for eier. Is. xxxii. 17. 

But now^ ou the other hand, the life 
of an angry »nd revengeful man is alt* 
storm and tempest : he is like a troubled 
sea when it cannot rest, whtntwateri- 
cast up mire and dirt. is. Ivii. sp. H& 
is a stranger to peace, and all the-- 
blessed fruits and effects of k^ for, 
wheriJ envying and strife is, there it 
confusion and every, evil teork. Jame» 
iti. 16. His paipd' is contipually rest- 
less and uneasy, -a^tttted to and fro 
with the violent force . of unruly pu- 

ta another, And • fteqvienii;^ Viiwj Vm\ 
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into those that .are of the. most mis* 
chievous conseqoence. What misery 
and torment must a man feel, who is 
possessed with a spirit so directly con- 
trary to that of the Gospel f how little 
can ^he taste of the true happiness of 
Lffe, whose mind is always discordant 
and out of tune ! he may perhaps pos- 
sess a plentiful share of the good thing». 
of this world, but can have very little 
enjoyment : for what comfort can: he. 
find from any thing, who has no peace 
in his own mind ; who is at enmity with 
himself and with almost every one else^ 
and is capable of being put out of hu- 
mour by every trifling, cross,, accident ? 
Is it possible for a man o^ ^uch a tem- 
per to be happy, even in the , midst of 
the greatest prosperity? No, certainly : 
it is the meek spirited, that our Saviour 
hath pronounced blessed : they shall in- 
herit the earthy (^ndbe refreshed^ as the. 
Psalmist speaks^^^/i the multitude of. 
peacCf Matt. v. .5. and shall find a real 
condifbrtin whatever they posse3S.; which, 
though it should happeu A^ V^^ \5>\\'*i^ 
yet, 6eiog enjoyed iti. ^^^^^^^"^^ p^jiNfeV 
and with a conteuted \xvvcv^^ vi>i\ ^^^ 
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(ioubtedly yield them a much greater 
and truer satisfaclion than a man of a 
contrary disposition can reap from 
large possessions and ample revenues. 

5. I shall mention but one advan- 
tage more which a good man has above 
a wicked one as to this world ; and 
that is, in respect of dutiful and obe- 
dient children : which is allowed by all 
to be a great blessing in itself, and is. 
what the. former has much more rea- 
son to expect and hope for, than the 
latter. For, if it pleases God to bless 
a good man with children, he begins 
very early to instil into their tender 
minds the principles of virtue and Ke- 
ligion; he teaches tliem to rcmetaber 
their Creator in the days of their 
youth ; and brings them up in the fe^r 
and admonition of the Lord. He sets 
before them, in his own conduct, the 
example of a holy and religious Life : 
and endeavours to wean ihem from the 
pride and vanity of the world, and from 
those hurtful lusts and passions, which 
teod only to make thetu mUevabla bodi 
Jtere and hereafter. HeinaVcucxa'Cnftm 
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J>rofitable, which will give them a 
right underst£inding of ttiemselves and 
of their duty; and make them wise un- 
to salvation. When the grace of God 
co-operates with these endeavours : (as 
it will not fail to do), what comfortable 
hopes iT)ay not such a parent entertain 
of reaping the happy fruits of all hi» 
labours ; instead of looking upon hi» 
children with grief and trouble, and 
having his grey hairs, by their means^ 
brought down with sorrow to the grave; 
how much rather may he expect to be- 
hold them with pleasure and delight^ 
when he sees them as so niany o/ivf- 
branches round about his iable^ fruitful 
in every good work, and increasing io 
,the knowledge and love of God ? 

Th^re is no person, I believe, but 
will allow, that this is the most likely 
way a man can take to be happj in his 
children. And though it should no^ 
prove effectual, (for success is not in 
our own power) ; yet of this he may be 
as§ured^ that his pious and sincere en- 
deavours to train up his ctv\ld\^\w\^^ 
sober, honesty and te\\^oM% ^ovct^^ ^% 
Life, v^ill certainly recovKWcv^vA^^^"^^^ 
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the favour and love of God ; as ia 
manifest from the great regard God 
expressed for Abraham on this very 
account. And the Lord said, shall I 
hide from Abraham that thing which 
I do : seing that Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mighty nation^ 
and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him? For I know him, 
that he will command his children and 
his household after him, and they shall 
■keep the way of the Lord, to do justice 
andjudgment : that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spo- 
ken of him. Gen. xviii. 17, 18, 19- 
This is a great encouragement to 
parents^ to be very careful in the 
education of their children: they are 
making provision for their own hap- 
piness, at the same time that they are 
endeavouring lo secure that of their 
children. But, should they be disap- 
pointed in these their pious endea- 
vours; they are laying up in store a 
good foundation of comtbrt, lo them- 
se}ves at Uast, against the day of trou- 
A/e/ / mean, if it sho\i\4 v'^^*^*'^-^^^ 
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dren wicked and miserable, notwith- 
standing all the means the^ shall have 
used to make them otherwise ; for they 
will then have 'the consolation to re- 
flect that they are clear from the guilt: 
of their children's sins ; and will be * 
firee from those bitter self-reproaches 
that a wicked man must feel, who sees 
bis children ruined by those vices and 
follies, which his example bath taught 
them, or his ca^relessness and neglect 
occasioned them to fall into. Bitter 
reproaches, J say, those must un- ' 
doubtedly be, which such a parent will 
make to . himself, when he considers, 
that he has his children's sins, as well 
as his own, to account for ; and ap- 
plies to himself, fas he justly may) 
those dreadful words which God spake 
to the prophet Ezekiel: When I say 
unto the wicked^ thou shalt surely die^ 
and thou givest him not warnings nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked wqy^ to save his life ; the same 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at tfv^ 

of wpstjuBt j u dgmeul \ \\ovt Ax^t^^"^^ 



4S The Great importance 

must they sound iii the ears of a wicked 
parent, whose children have perished 
through his fault ! 

I have now considered some of those 
duties to which Religion obliges us ; and 
endeavoured to shew tiow conducive 
they are to our temporal happiness: by 
which, I hope, it sufficiently appears, 
how imich good nieii have - the advan- 
tage of the wiclted even as to this world. 
And here I cannot hut take notice of 
ihe woiidei-ful love of God to inftn- 
kifid, who in ordtr to encourage' our 
obedi^iWe to his laws, has annexed n 
present, as well as future reward, to-w 
good life; and has so inierwoven our 
duty and happiness together, that, 
while we are discharging our obligatiuiis 
to ttve- one, we are, at the same, time, 
making ihie best provision for the 
other. 

How iHuch then do they derogate 
from the honour of God, who repre- 
sent the precepts of Jleligion as an un- 
profitable and unpleasant task ! when 
it -is plain to any man that considers 
/biaga rightly, and is nol vxnA<iT \Vin 
p/vfudice of his lusls and ^^MTO-ft*, 'OpvW, 
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the great design of Religion is to make 
us happy here, as well as hereafter. 
Accordingly, ail its rules and precepu 
are so admirably suited to this end, 
that^ would men be persuaded to lire 
m tlie practice of them, ivie should find 
thisL world a kind of heayen upoa 
jOarth. , 
: But, hid the practice of our diity 
bebn ever so irksome and uneasy, and 
had nothing hut trouble and misery 
been the lot of good pien in this world ; 
yet, when we cor>sider, . that this life 
wiilishortly. haivfs an end,.and ttiat ther^ 
iai' an eternal tttight of glory reserved 
in heaven for tho$e that truly love and 
^erve God ; what wise man would not 
prefer the rugg^ed paths of virtue and 
^.eligion, which he knpws will shortly 
lead him ipto a^. eternity pf bliss and 
happiness, lo the ways of sin and 
wickedness, (how pleasant soever- he 
imgHrt find them) where he is in datt- 
jger every moipent of falliirg irito the 
pit pf d^estructioq, and which, he is 
sure, will, in a little time^ li\\w% Vv\sv 
wto a phfi^ oi endless wft^^^^ «cA, V^v 
ment ? 
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But, since there is nothing in Re 
ligion but what tends to make ou 
lives easy, cheerful, and contented 
nothing but what is suitable to ourna 
tures, and agreeable to the dictates o 
right reason; nothing but what wil 
ennoble our minds^ enlarge our under 
standings, and inspire us with a gene 
rous principle of universal love, anc 
charity, and good-will, to mankind 
in short, since the commands of Got 
are not grievous^ but his yoke is easy 
and his burthen light; it manifestl; 
follows, that, as a good life is th< 
highest wisdom, so a wicked one is tin 
extreme of folly and madness. 

A PRAYER. 

O MOST gracious God! who,- out oi 
thy great love and tender regard foi 
mankind, has set before us life anc 
death, blessing and cursing; and hast 
endued us with a freedom of will, and 
liberty to choose the one, and avoid 
^Ae other; and/ to eucouta^^ w^ tc 
wake a right cnoice, hasl «lxvw^^^^ 
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present, as well as future reward to our 
obedience to thy laws, and made 
the ways of Religion, ways of pleaslant- 
ness, and all its paths to be peace; O 
^ive me wisdom and understanding, 
that I may not be carried away by the 
cleceitful pleasures of this world ; but 
tpay see, and know, and choose, the 
things which make for my peace, and 
wherein my true and only happine&s 
doth consist. 

Convince me more and more, that 
«in is the greatest of all evils; that 
-guilt and misery are always ihsepa- 
^bie: and that there is no other solid 
xtnd substantial happiness to be at- 
tained in this life, but that which re- 
sults from the testimony of a good con- 
science, and the hopes of thy favour 
and acceptance. Grant that these mo- 
mentous truths may be so deeply im- 
pressed upon my mind, that I may 
make it the sincere endeavour of my 
whole life to please and obey thee, who 
art my sovereign good and happiness ; 
the only sure foundaUow oi ^ "ox^ 
hopes both he-i e and Yvei^^^V^ \ '^w^'vc 

Fa 
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comparison of whose favour all the 
honours, riches, and enjoyQieots of thiff 
world, are as nothing. 

Delivenue, I beseech thee, from the 
shame and anguish, the horror and 
confusion of a guilty Conscieooe ; and 
give me that comfort and complacency 
of mind, which arises from the conr 
sciousness of having been faithful in 
thy servipe, ei»d obedient to tiiy will. 
And, since thou hast been graciously 
{leased to make thy service the most 
perfect freedom, and the practice of 
our duty so conducive to our present 
as well as future well-being: O make 
me steadfast and immoveable In th« 
ways of thy laws, and in the works of 
thy commandments; that, having faith- 
fully served thee in this life, I may at 
last be found meet to be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints in light, 
through the sole merits and intercession 
of our eternal advocate and mediator 
Jesus Christ. Anicn. 
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CHAPTER II. 

In the foregoing chapter I have en- 
deavoured to shew, that Religion is the 
only solid foundation of~ happiness in 
this world; the only thing that can 
makt us pass the time of our pil- 
grimage here on earth, with any toler- 
able ease- and satisfaction. I shall 
pow proceed in the next place, to 
consider the great advantage of a good 
Kfe, from the comfortable prospect it 
gives us when we come to die. 
' This Js an advantage peculiar to vir- 
. tue and Religion ; and to which a life of 
sin and wickedness never pretended- 
The most which the latter promises its 
votaries, is to regale their senses for a 
little time : it gives them no hopes 
beyond the grave; nor aims at any 
thing farther than a short lived hap- 
piness. When a wicked man dieth^ his 
e.tpeciation shall perish. Prov. xi» 7. 
For what is the hope of the h'jjlfocrW^.^ 
/ifau^A he hath gained ^W Vi"*^'^ "^^^ 
world can give him, when God X^"^ 

IT s 
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away his soul ? Job xxvii. 8. All 
enjoyments are then at an end ; a 
those schemes, upon which he h 
built bis happiness wiil vanish a 
con)e to nothing. But with a good <tt. 
it is far otherwise: he looks beyo 
this present life, and beholds wilh 
eye of faith the heavenly Jerusak 
the city of the living God; that ph 

- of endless happiness, which God \ 
prepared for thein that love hinL 
the hopes and expectations, of t 
happiness, he considers himself .ffiS 
pilgrim and stranger upon earth;, a 
IS daily endeavouring, througb the i 
sistance of Cod's. Hojy Spirit, by a 1 
of virtue and righteousness, to becoi 
meet to be a partaker of the inl 
ritance of the saints in light. 

It must indeed be owned, that dec 
is the great king of terrors ; that t 
dissolution of soul and body, and t 
thoughts of becoming a prey to the c 
vouring worms, carries in it sometbi 
very shocking to human nature : yet 
a good jjian, death appears in a qu; 

tU'ffiireiit view, lie coft?.\AeTa, \^»t 
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of trouble and vexation, of vanity and 
enaplincss: it is to l<3ave a barren and 
dry wilderness.^ zvhere no water is^ for 
the deliglnfol regions of felicity, where 
are rrvers of pleasure, and a never 
ceasing spring of endleas comfort, 
vvhich will satisfy the most longing d€*- 
»ires of the soul. He considersj that 
though this earthly tabernacle is dis-^ 
sohedy yet he has a building of God-, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens ; and is assured with Job, 
that his Redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall sta?id at the latter day upon the 
earth : and that though his body be 
destroyed^ yet in hh Jiesh he shall see 
God, ziikom he shall see for himself, 
and his eyes shall behold, and not ano^ 
iher'sr Job xix. 2,^, (5I6, 27. 
. This is wliat Retigion promiseis' M 
them, whoy by patient continuande in 
wellr doing, seek for glory i and : honour, 
andimmortaiity. It is^the liopes an4 
expectations* of this unspeakfible happi-^ 
oess that fortify the mind of a @[>(*d^ 
Gbristj^Y), and give V\\m ^ cowx^'^^^^, 
resolution^ which eveu de^>^V^.^^^ '^^^ 
not he able to shake- 
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It. was this that gave holy David iuch 
a firmness of mind as made him say^ 
Though I walk through the valley of 
the sha/iow of Death, I will fear no 
evil ; for thou art with me : thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me. Ps. xxiii. 4i 
He had made God his portion, his 
hope, and his irust: The Lord, says he, 
is my stony rock, and my defence, my 
Saviour, my God, and my might, m 
whom I will trust ; my buckler, the 
horn also of my salvation. Ps. xviii. 
!. And though we tind him some- 
times complaining, that the sorrows 
of death had compassed him, and ike 
over-Jiowings of ungodliness made him 
afraid; that the pains of Hell came 
about him, and the snares of death over- 
took him : yet the great confidence be 
had in the goodness and love of God, 
and the firm belief of a belter Jife after 
the present, overcame all his fears. / 
had fainted, says he, but that I verity 
believe to see the goodness of the Lord 
in the land of the living. Ps. xxvii, 13. 
-ReYigion has been the support of 
good men in all ages. \t \a teiVBAft^ 
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find that be trusts to a broken reerf, 
which will bend under him. There is ' 
nothing (ds I have observed in the former 
chapter) but the testimony of a goodcon- 
sciQfUce, and the hopes of the favour and 
love of God, that is able to bear a man 
up under the weight and pressure of any 
great calamity ; much less will any thing: 
else be a sufficient support at the hour oi' 
death. We shaH then be stript of all 
the pleasures and enjoyments of this 
world ; of all those things in which we 
are naw apt \o pldce so great a con- 
fidence : and, unless we are fortified 
mth the shield offaith^ and the hreasU 
^lat 6 of righteousness ; unless wcf hjlve 
put on the Lord Jesus j and are cloathed 
with the robes of his righteousness j 
we shall be left naked and defenceless, 
to encounter death with all its terrors* 
The sinner, how much soever he may 
now t7*ust in the multitude of his riches^ 
and strengthen himself in his wicked-^ 
ness^ must then give up all his depen- 
dencies, and descend into the region^ 
of darkness^ not onlj w\vV\o^\X\\^>$^^^3^^x 
(what is yet more len\b\e^j v:Viv\ ^x^"^^- 
fal expectations. Ot wV\al \vvSv^\v^ ^««*5: 
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ment then is it to all of us so to live, 
that when the time appointed for our 
great change shall comey we may meet 
death without fear and horror; and, 
with an humble confidence, look up.to 
God in an assured hope of his mercy 
in Christ Jesus ! 

A good life is indeed the sure pledge 
of a happy death. As it fills our minds 
with joy and satisfaction while we live, 
far surpassing all the pleasures of 
sensual gratificationsj so, when we 
come to die, it giyes .ujs tbat peace of 
Godj which ptmeth all imderstandmg. 
When a man in his. last hour can look 
back upon a life well spent, and can say 
with king Hezekiah^ Remember naw^ O 
Lordj I beseech thee^ how I have walked 
before thee in truths and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that which is good 
in thy sight; Isaiah xxxviii. 3. what 
an unspeakable satisfaction must it be 
to him ; how mild and calm will death 
/Aew appear! and with how little con- 
cern will he receive its summons ! with 
what cheerfulness will he theti take 
Jeave of this world, av\d \A\ v\v^\. V5^^ 
<fear to him in it ! And how coTvVexAfcikVj 
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will he quit his earthly tabernacle when 
he considers, that he is to exchange it^ 
. for a building of God, a house not made 
'with hands, eternal in the keaaens ! I' 
say> what an unspeakable comfort must 
it be to a dying man when he is enter-> 
ing into the valley of the shadow of 
death, to have before him a bright 
proapect of life and glory ; to find the' 
light of God's countenance shining - 
upon his mind, and the comforts of* 
his Holy Spirit cheering and refreshing 
bis soul; tp be able to look-up to God 
with a filial confidence, and, with a 
hope full of glory and immortality, to 
resigti his soul into the hands of his 
Maker; not doubting, but his heavenly 
Father, whom he has faithfully served 
in this world, will take care of him,.^ 
and reward him in the next; and that 
the same infinite power and goodness, 
which has carried him safe through this 
"oale of tears and misery, will conduct 
him in his passage to a blessed eternity ! 
Oh, how far more happy must the 
death of such an one be, thaw x\\^\sssy35^ 
envied state of the greatesV.\xvotvA\ ^\>«^ 
would not wish to die the deatH of- ^^-^ 
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mieous, and that his last end majf be 
I his ! especially, 

■f we consider, in Ihe next place, the 
Itrrable condition of a wicked man, 
n deatii approaciies. Buthow slialL 
■escribe the agonies and convulsions 
Iinind, wblcli a despairing sinner la- 
irs nnder in bis last hour ! who can 
■ress Lhe anguish and torment that 
ll'ccia, who is under the terror of 
|lh and damnation! The spirit of a 
says Solomon, niU sustain his iti- 
\iti) ; hut a wuuiideil spirit xvha can 
I'luv. xviii. 14. The most ex- 
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is going to give an accouiit of a life, 
which he cannot reflect upon without 
selfrcondemnation and remorse^ and 
for which he is justly afraid be shall in 
a few moments, be consigned to end- 
liess misery and,torment$ ! how does he 
biame himself, when his coi^sciencie 
reproaches him for haying spent tbftt 
time insignificantly, or wickedly, whicb 
was given him for noble and excellent 
purposes, that he has neglected the 
great and important work of his salya-^ 
tibuj and been dead to all the caltg and 
.invitations of God's Holy Spirit ; thqt, 
instead of laying up in store a, good 
foundation of hope and comfort against 
the day of trouble, which is now equip 
upon him; be has heaped unto biti^- 
self a dreadful load of guilt, \yhiph is 
ready to sink him, with its iutoler^blp 
weight! 

O wretched man! what wouldst thop. 
give, were it in thy power to recall 
those precious moments which f|)ou 
hast lavished away in sin and v^inity ! 
how dost thou wist\ Vlv^^. v\\^vv Ho4^ 
known ia time the //<ings that bdoix^V^ 
f^y peacel but a\as\ tliey are- V*^*^ 

G 
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hidden from thine eyes ; and nothing is 
left but darkness and despair. 

But let us suppose the life qf a dying 
person not to have been so flagrant 
and vicious as' to fill his mind with 
siich black and despairing thoughts; 
yet, if, upon the review of it in his last 
hour, he finds in it such a mixture of 
good and evil, that he is in great doubt 
and uncertainty concerning his eternal 
welfare; how sad and disconsolate 
must his condition even then be 1 and 
what a dreadful anxiety will he labour 
under when he considers, that he is 
leaving this world, and going he knows 
not whither; that he is just launching 
out into the boundless ocean of eter- 
nity ; and that the next moment he may 
sink into the terrible abyss of endless 
misery and torment ! It is, without 
all question, a most distressful circum-' 
stance to be doubtful concerning an 
event, of which it so nearly concerns 
us to have some highly probable a3* 
surance. 
O that men would be pevs>w^AeA %exv- 
oasly to think on these Ocito^^X x^a^x 
fhey would be xvise, and consider tHev 
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latter end! Deut. xxxii. 9.Q. and, as 
the Psalmist advises, would keep inno- 
cencyy aiid take heed to the thing that 
is right ! for that, and that only, shall 
bring a man peace at the last. Ps. 
XXX vii. 38. And who is there so stu- 
pid, that would not wish for such an 
invaluable blessing? what wise man 
would not rather submit to the worst 
that could befall him here in a short 
life, than run the least risk of going 
out of this world under the terrors of 
a guilty conscience? It is, (whatever 
ihose, who are carried away' by their 
lusts and passions may think) the ut- 
most wisdom of man to prepare for his 
latter end, by conducting himself ac- 
cording to the will of his great Creator : 
for, it is certain, (however some may 
vainly flatter themselves), there is no 
leaving this w^orld with any tolerable 
composure, unless our lives have been 
such, as, through the tender mercies of 
God and the merits of Christ Jesus, to 
give us a reasonable hope that we may 
be found in the number of tlio&e nnVnoksx 
our great Judge sbaW «X vNx^ ^^^"^ ^"^ 
pronounce blessed. TiuX. \Nx\^ ^''^^ ^^ 

G a 
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be the lot and portioti of the righteous ; 
for, how can any one, whose life has 
been a direct contradiction to the will 
of God, entertain hopes of his favour ? 
perhaps, when he sees death approach- 
ing, he may bewail the folly of his past 
conduct, and with strong crying and 
tears resolve upon a new course of life^ 
if ii should please God to spare him: 
but, since the Gospel hath no where 
assured us, that God will accept of a 
death-bed repentance, or be reconciled 
to a sinner who (after having lived a 
wicked and careless life, and been deaf 
to all the calls and invitation's of the 
Holy Spirit, the threatenings of the Gos- 
pel, and the checks of his own consci* 
ehce) shall at the last, when he is able 
to gratify his lusts no longer, and be- 
gins to fear the sad consequences of 
his sins, cry out for mercy, and i^ish 
that he had been wise in time — I say, 
since God has no where revealed, tha^ 
he will at^cept of any repentance which 
is not followed by a thorough change 
andf amendment of V\fe, «LV\d \i ^\t«,^T^ 
obedience to his commawA\tv^vvv& •• wA 
s/fjce it is impossible for a AN\v\?,^\xxtvw 
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to bring forth such fruits of repentance; 
how precarious must his hopes be, that 
are built upon so uncertain a foundation ! 

It is true, to repent is all that a man - 
who has led a wicked life can do, when 
he comes to die; and it would be mcII, 
for bis own sake, and for the sake of 
his sorrowful friends and relations, that 
he would do this much, and not go 
out of the world hardened and insen- 
sible : for, who knows how far infinite 
mercy may be extended? Bui, surely, 
it must be the greatest instance of folly 
and madness, to hazard a. mattef of 
such infinite moment upon so uncertain 
an issue; upon a few broken, confused, 
and almost despairing sighs and groans ; 
for, if the remorse and horrors, the 
solemn vows and resolutions of such 
men should not prove a true godly sor- 
row ; a repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of (as no man can say they 
certainly will) they are lost and undone 
to all eternity. 

But suppose we could be assured^ 

that a death*bed re][^eulatiC)^ >«wiS&.\» 

effectual; yet who caoi\e>\i vi^oCc^Rx ^ 

wan may iia\G time fot >Xx^'^ "^^^"^ ' 
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ihehour of death? Or, if he could I 
certain that a lingering sickness wo'u 
put an end to his days; yet how do 
he know that God will then vouchsa 
him the grace of repentance? al 
without thai grace it is impossible I 
should repent O how much rath 
may such a person have cause to fei 
lest God should be so provoked, by ti 
many wilful refusals to hearken to tl 
calls and admonitions of the Ho 
Spirit, as to cut short his day of grac 
and deliver him over to a hardened ai 
reprobate mind. 

The Scripture assures us, that the 
is a time when men shrill call upt 
(lod, and he will not hearken. B 
cause I have called, and ye refused ; 
have strefched out my hitnd, attd' i 
man regarded; hut ye have set . 
nought all my counsel, and would nin 
nf my reproof ; I also ttill laugh i 
your calavii/y; Twill mock when yoi 
J'ear cometh ,■ when your fear conieth i 
desotation ; and your distruction comet 
Of // a.'Airlwind ; when distress and al 
^nisk cometh ' upbn you. Then sK 
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swer ; th6y shall seek me early, but they 
shall not find vie : for they that hated 
knowledge^ and did 7Wt chuse the fear of 
the Lord: they would none of my coun-- 
sel ; they despised all my reproof; 
therefore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their oxvn way^ and he filled with their 
own devices. Prov. i. 24, &c. The end 
of the long-sufFering and forbearancer 
of God is to lead fnen to repentance : 
ilbm. ii. 4. but If, instead of producing 
that blessed effect, it only hardens theni 
in their sins, arid makqs them resolve 
to go on in their wicked courses, vainly 
presuming they will repent, when they 
come to die ; how just it may be in God 
to leave them at their last hour under 
all the terrors and agonies of a fearful 
death ! to laugh at their calamity, and 
to mbck when their fear cometh I 

O consider this, all ye that forget' 
God, lest he pluck you away, and there 
be none to deliver you. Consider it in 
due time, before it be too late, before 
the dreadful hour comes upon you; 
when , all opportunities ol te^o^xiSSv^^ 
yourselves to yOur ' off^tide^ C^.^^v/^^ 
tfc taken froth you, awd V\\^ ^^^^ 
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hope shall be for ever shut. Silence 
the clamour of your passions, and listen 
to the threatenings of God's holy word, 
the admonitions of his blessed Spirit, 
and the checks of your own con- 
sciences. Ee persuaded to set about 
the great wprk of your salvation /(^^ • 
day^ while it is called to day^ he\ 
fore the night comet h when nq man 
can work. Remember^ that though 
you are now, per ha pS| in health and 
strength ; in the prime and vigour of 
your years ; surrounded with the plea- 
sures of a great and splendid fortune ; 
yet the time is coming, and (whether 
you think of it or not) Ts speedily ap- 
proaching, when you must take your 
leave of all that is desirable upon earth*. 
Nothing will then stand you in any 
stead but a good conscience; neither 
honours, nor riches^ nor any thing else 
that men are now so fond of, will then 
be able to give you one moment's ease, 
or afford you one comfortable thought. 
Kothing will the7i avail but the con- 
sciousness of having in some measure 
answered the end fox vcViicYi Go^ ^^w\ 
jou mto the world j \yj \iwViv%\\N%dk va 
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the fear and love of God, and in simr 
plicity and godly sincerity having had 
your conversation in this world. 

It was this that made St. Paul desire 
to be dissolved and to be with Christ ; , 
for, he had fought a good fightj and 
kept the faith. And therefore he could 
say with great assurance, when the time 
of his departure zvas at hand^ that there 
was laid up for him a crown of right e- 
ousness^ which the Lord^ the righteous 
judgCy should give him at that day, 2 
Tim* iv. 7, 8. And it wasthi| that made 
a late pious divine* of our church, wheu 
he was near his death, utter these re- 
markable expressions : ' I am entering 
upon my last labour ; the Lord g^ve, 
and is now taking away, blessed be 
the name of the Lord ! for, I thank my 
God, I am going without any distrust^ 
without the least misgiving, to a place 
of rest, and joy, and everlasting bliss. 
There is no life like a happy death. 
I have endeavoured, even from my, 
youth to approve myself a faithfui ^ 
servant to my grewlM^sXis^- Wsa^^ 

* Kertlewell. &€t iht Preface t^* ^^'^'^ ^"^^ 
I>hcourscs published «tnce his Deatli* 
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taken some pains in writing several 
books; I have seriously considered 
ihem : and am fully satisfied (looking 
on those about him), that you may 
find in them the way to heaven. The 
Christian duties contained therein 
have been mjr practice as well as 
study : and now I find the advantage 
of it. And therefore be careful to 
read them often and seriously ; and 
live suitably thereunto, that, When 
you come to the condition I am now 
in, you may die with comfort, as you 
see me do, I have some little pain 
indeed; but my pain is nothing so ex- 
traordinary as my hopes ; for, I have 
earnestly repented of all my sids, and 
verily believe, that, through, the tender 
mercies of my God, and the merits of 
my blessed Saviour Jesus Christy I 
shall be carried up into Abraham\ 
bosom.' After which, it is said, he 
made this short prayer. * I wait, O 
God, for that everlasting rest, which 
I want at present, but shall not long. 
J am ready, when thou my God 
^ callest for tne\ yet catv aXa.^ >k\v\\^^^ 
,/O'e ace till thou pleasesl; lot v\x^ Vvov 
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* is the best time, and thy pleasure the 

* best pleasure/ 

See here the end of a gopd man ! 
how calm, hovr serene and comfortable 
is his death ! Is there any thing like 
tliiSf in the case of a wicked man, in 
the hour of his dissolution ? alas ! no. 
If you behold such a person in his last 
extremity (unless he die hardened and 
impenitent,) you will hear litde else 
but bitter reflections, sad bewailings, 
wretched upbraidings of himself, for the 
fplly and madness of his past life, to- 
gether with despairing sighs and groans, 
black and dreadful to himself, and very 
terrible to all about him. May God of 
his infinite mercy keep every one of us 
from such a dreadful hour I and teach 
us all so to number our daySy as to apply 
our hearts unto wisdom ; unto, that 
true wisdom, which will make u% wise 
unto salvation; fill our minds with 
comfort and satisfaction, while we live : 
and, what is of infinitely more value, 
give us, when we come lo ^Sa^ iVvax 
peace of God which passetH ttU uniKT-^ 
stajiding, through Jesxis CKt\U 9^^^ 
Lord. Amera. 



72 The Great Importance 

A PRAYER. 

O MOST great and mighty God ! ii) 
whose hands arc the issues of life atid 
death ! Thou orderest all things by lliy 
infiDite power and wisdom, and hast 
appointed for all men once to die ; and, 
after this short life shall be ended, hast,- 
of thy infinite goodness, provided for 
thy f^ithl'ul servants a state of endless 
bliss and happiness. O! make me 
truly sensible of the frailty and uncer-r 
tainty of my life ; and teach me so tq 
number my days, that I may apply my 
heart unto true wisdom. Let not death 
ever surprize me unawares, nor find nie 
in a state unprovided> But grant that 
I may live in such a constant prepara- 
tion for my lalter end, tliat, how sud- 
denly soever thou shalt be pleased lo 
take me out of this world, I may he 
found ready and prepared' for that great 
account, which I miist one day give 
before the judgment-seat of Christ 
Saable me, by the asavaVaace ol fe'^ 
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work of my salvation before the night 
comes when no man can work, and 
to lay a good foundation of hope and 
comfort against the hour of my death : 
that when the time of my <ieparture 
shall come, I may look back upon a 
well spent life with joy and comfort, 
and may meet death without fear. . 

Look upon aie, O most gracious 
God, when the time of my dissolution 
draws nigh, as a reconciled Father in 
Christ Jesus. Speak peace unto my 
conscience, and say unto my soul, * I 
* am the God of thy salvation.' Let 
not the cruel enemy of souls affright 
me with his terrors; but givje thy 
holy angels charge over me, to keep 
me out of his hands ; and let the com-* 

V forts of thy Holy Spirit cheer and 
-cherish niy soul in its passage through 
this vale of tears and misery, to a Imppy 
eternity. 

O Lord! leave me not to . myself in 
that time of distress, when I shall stand 
in so much need of tbee. Confirm my 

' faith ; support, me in my d^itv^ ^L^wSfc'?^ \ 
and jforsake me not ivVvejsv \»q %\x^J^^i^^ 
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I'ailetli. Let ihy merciful eais, O G 
>>e Uien open lo my prayers; nnd s{ 
me, O Lord most holy, O God o 
mighty, O . holy and merciful Savii 
thou most worthy judgeeternal! su 
uie not at my last hour, through 
'pains of body, or weakness of m 
to renounce my dependence upon tl 
Bat grant, O merciful Father, that, i 
sn humble reliance on thy mercies, ■ 
the infinite merits of my dear 
deetner, and with an entire submiat 
to thy blessed will, I may cheerf 
Tesign my soul into thy hands, and i 
ttewilling, and even desirous, to Ic 
4his worltl, when thou, my God, in 
great wisdom, shall see it fitting. 

O Lord ! tet me never be separs 
from tbee; but grant that my soul i 
'be so milled to thee, who art the fuh 
«f all happiness, by the strongest lie 
faith, luve, and obedience, Uiat, efti 
life spent here in thy service, I t 
dwell with thee in life everlasting, > 
be received into those mansions 
'^MerniBl blifis ami glory, which thou I 
pM^red for (hem \\ra.V \taVj Wie. 
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fear thee. Grant this, O Lord, through, 
the merits and for the sake> of thjr 
^cloved SoR|, Jesua Christy our odI^ 
SavMur \ 



% • 

iIiTH^;uTQ I l)»v« considered thii^ 
gte^iib. advantages of r^ligic^n^ ais. the^i 
rcflipeGt only om well being m this, 
^oob), aiid Qjiu* going coaifocta^ly out o£ 
it.:, but), there ai^e other a^kiwitages ab- 
tandipg Q, good iiftt, infkiteLy beyoud 
adl tbiU( have beea mentiooed ; nAnaely^ 
tfaattik mill entitle ua^ tfacougbitiMi merits 
oi GhfisP. Jtsu&f. iQ an, inb^riidnce ittr 
corrupitibh and Hndefikd, md that fa*- 
dethnot auouy- I shall endj^avottc^ 
tberefoi^ei. to shew, in the. last pl^e^ 
that a. serioua and conscientioius ob- 
«Qi:VQnce <^( the duties of religion, will . 
most certainly be rewarded wiUat eternal 
happi^iess in the life to come. 

And here I stiall not presui^e sd 
mutch as to aiwi at a desctv^\\oi^ of \iW»i^ 
£j:ceedijig weight of glorg^ Hi>Qfi*JQL ^i^^ 
1ms reserved for llivj^ \.\\>^V vcxj^.^^^"^^ 

u ^ 
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11. In the Scripture, indeed, tbi 
■ries of the uther world are repre 
itcd io us, in coiidepccnaioii to ou! 
ak capacities, as n kingdom, and i 
'Wn, an eternal kingdom, and t 
:er Jading crown; but the state o 
: Other woild is a state so miknowi 
ut, and so much above our inipeifec 
iceptimis, that we siiall never be abli 
ly to comprehend it, till we arrivi 
tiie actual cnjoyiiienf. For, t^loug^ 
know ibat we rhall there see God 
d the blessed Jesu?, who loved us 
(I gate himself for us, and sliall to al 
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eerved for them tbat love him, are siKh 
jUs^ vtithcr €^€ huth seen, nor ear heard,, 
fmilher hoik it entered iniQ tha heaoft of 
num t(h cBuc$ifve. Aa this is suftcienl: 
for us at present to know i» genera}^ 
coMKeniMig this, fad, all curious iii^ 
qoiries ittto tte precise natiure <>f tbe 
tiappiness of the next U£a^ will be oC 
nwMiH use ta us: Ihty nmy fill t>ur 
beads with fine speculations^ but Arilt 
aigaify tittle t0 direct our [Mracttca. 
What we «jre mosft conc^ned to know^ 
and in tbi» r>osI e^^ptieit maQuer iat: 
that our sincere abedienee tq God*« 
icontmandiBents will certainly he jr&« 
warded with QteFBaji life and happroesA* 
Tbis) itidoedr is a matter which it ifla* 
ports «& to be well assujrod pC; tbat wtt 
nay not b|i weary of well^oiag, b«fc 
fnag run ^'Uk patience the race that 
is set before us^ Heb. xii. 1. andpr^m 
towards the mark for the prize o/' the 
iigk calling of God in Ckrisit Jesm^ 
Phil. Ui. 14. > 

There are souae in<)eed (aud a ms^ 
lanclioly re^ectioa \t Vs \Xv%V x^^di&'c^ «^^ 
mrbo fvoiiJd hswe i>s \tteUev^^ SJs^taX hj^ ^ 
iike the beasts wViVshi ^en^Jfe^ ^^^ "^^ 

H 3 
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ihne\ whether it be good or bud. 3 Cur. 
V. 10. Apd then mtl that are in their 
graves shall hear Im voice^ avd^sbaU 
eonte forth : they that kaoe dime good^ 
unto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have doiie evil^ unto the nsurree- 
tkm of damnation. John v. 98, £9^ 

lie tifiea who believes the Gospd 
(as every <9Nfie most, that lives in tb» 
light of it, ooless he be wratcliedij 
blinded by hh lusla and passions) can 
never doubt of these two great avticles 
of the Christian religion ; the t^^tfiv 
reefioH of the hody^ and the life ever^ 
lasting. The possibility of th(& former 
bath been made evident, by fb& resur^ 
rectton of Jesus Christ from the dead ; 
and the certainty of the latter appears, 
fron> the express declarations of Gixl 
ill the Holy Scriptures. Indeed, the 
whole tenor of the Christian rcligiaa 
sufBcientty proves it; every precept of 
which tetuis to porify and ro^tioe oui* 
fNttnres, and to fit and prepare us for 
the society of saints and angels in 
another Jiie. The 4p^tle ^^wres us^ 
that Gad hath nut oppwuteA u$ \a 
^'rnf//, 5t4t to obtain ««boatioH by out 
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Lord Je^iis Chinst^ who died for us, 
that xve should live together with him. 
Thess. V. y, 10. And St. John tells us, 
xh^x. God so loved the woi^ldj that he, 
gave his only begotten Son^ to the end 
that all that believe in him should not 
perish^ but have everlasting life. John 
iii 16. 

If then we believe that God is in- 
finitely just and true, we can never 
doubt, that at the great day of retribu-. 
tion, he will render to every man ac- . 
cording to his deeds. . To them who^ by 
patient continuance in well-doings seek 
for glory ^ and honour ^ and immortality i 
he (who is truth itself, and cannot dcr 
ceroe) hath promised eternal life : but 
to them who are contentious^ and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrigh- 
teousness; he hath declared that he 
will pour forth his indignation and 
wrath^ tribulation and anguish^ upon 
every soul of man that doth evil, of the 
Jew firsts and also of the Gentile. Rom. 
ii. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Our Saviour, in his expo^vVxow ^^S. >i^^ 
parable of the tares^ teVU vv^^j nN-^*^"^ ^^ 
^A€endof thexoorld^ the Son of IS^l^^^ 
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shall send forth his angels, and. the^. 
shall gather out of his kingdom all' 
things that offend^ and them mhich da 
iniquity, and shall cast them into afu$*' 
nace ojjire : there sfiall be wailing vnd 
gnashing of teeth. Matt. xui. 40^ 41., 
4S. Sa likewise in bis exposition <tf 
the parable of the net^ in the saai6 
cbapieri he says> that at the end of the 
zooffld, the angels shall eomejbrth and 
sever the wickedjrom among the jiisif 
and sJtalt cast them- into, thefumaca (^ 
Jire : there shall be wailing andgna$hing 
of Psetk. Vier.- 46^ 51X. Thu& a§afli>. 
we anie told, by our Saviour, tbait when 
the Son of Man shall come in Jus,gloryi^ 
and all the holy angels with him^ thtnt. 
skall he^ sit upon the throne ofhis^lory; 
andb^ore him shall be gathered all nor 
tivnSf and he shall separate them one 
from another^ as a 'shepherd dividMth 
his sheep from the goats ; and he shall 
set the sheep on his right handf but 
the goats on the left. Then shall he 
say unlo them on his right-hand; 
co9)i€f ye blessed of mjf Father^ inherit 
/yfe kingdom prepared /or i^wi fronv tKe 
^gf^mng of the woriA: ^\«\x.. ^wf^ 
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31, 32,-33, 34. hut to thtmm thehft- 
hand : depart from •rfit^ ye cursed^ into 
'everlasting Jir^f prepared Jor the deoil 
mtd his angels. Yen 41* And these 
shall jgo away into everlasting punish- 
^wentj but the righteous dnto life eter^ 
fmL VeF. 46. 

This, as it is a .pkin and live^ 
Ascription of the awful solefnnity jof 
that great' and tremendous day, when 
the Son of man ^hailcomeiin tlte.glory 
of his Father^ zsith hisetngelsitqjmfge 
the 'quick and the dead.; Matt. xvi.^S/. 
HO it IS sufficient to convince US| that, 
though without holiness mo mansh^l 
see the JLord^ :Heb. xii. 14. .*yet tbat 
every one who believes the Gospel, and 
sincerely ebeys the preoepts o^fit, :sboll 
assuredly etttci'' into tfte. ^Kingdom >of 
HifUven. Matt. mi.Ql. This wtas sthe 
^ very purchase of Christ's blood, ^and 
'Hhe 'end fiir^irbichrbe ntiras con tented to 
'i)e(gtrcHiup tinto :the ^bands of tenoel 
ifnen, ^torte buffeted, -spit upoo, and 
evil lenteeated) «od at i last to stiifer - a 
ieruebantt lignoiDiiwus idea.tjl[v >\^^cycv *:£ki^ 
vross. ^He j^^soe iiimsdf ^jor m&^y^^ 
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Tit. ii. 14. and become V/fC author of 
eternal saltation to all them^ that obey 
him. Heb. y. 9. Though he x»as rich, 
yet for our sakes he became poo7% that 
we through his poverty might be made 
rich. 3 Cor. viii. 9. He was wounded 
for our transgressions^ he zoas bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him^ and with his 
stripes we are healed. Isaiah liii. 4. 

The redemption of mankind was 
thought a design worthy the Sod of 
God. The souls of men were of so 
great a value in his. sight that he 
esteemed nothing too much, or too 
great, to suffer for their sakes. He 
saw and pitied our misery, and knew 
that without a Saviour we must be lost 
for ever: he therefore condescended 
so far as to humble himself even to the 
death upon the cross, for us miserable 
sinners, who lay in darkness and the 
shadow of death ; that he might make 
us the children of God, and exalt us 
to everlasting life. So that though we 
zvere sometimes afar off^ yet being lum^ 
^^iade nigh by the blood of ChrUt^ n»e 
^re no more strangers andfomgnw* 
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but felloro' citizens xvith the saints^ and 
ofthehousehoid of God. Kphes.iu 13. ly. 
And if we are careful to perform our 
parts, we may assuredly say with St 
Paul, that henceforth there is laid up 
for us a crown 4) f righteousness^ which 
the Lordy the righteous judge^ shall 

five us at that day. 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
or we have the promise of him who is 
truth itself, and cannot deceive us, 
that, if we are faithful unto deaths he 
will give us a crown of life. Rev. ii. 10. 
And what a glorious incitement is 
this to all men, to live soberly ^ righ- 
teously ^ and godlily in this p7xsent 
world ! What can be. more eflfectual to 
make us steadfast and unmoveablCf 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lordj than to know -that our labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord; 1 Cor. 
XV. 58. that no good action which we 
do, shall be lost and fruitless ; on the 
contrary, that in a little time, ail our 
services will be infinitely rewarded : 
that every grace and virtue which we 
exercise in this life, and evex'^ ^^'g:^^ 
oftbem, shall receive their jtist rtcom- 
j^eftce at the resurrection of tHe ju^t 
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and that, if we obey God's laiii's^fAffli- 
fuUy and sincerely, we may be a^.oredi 
that, through the tender mercies off oar 
heavenly .Father, and the merits of our 
Redeemer, we shall be received into a 
place of everlasting rest and peace; 
where we shall adore and praise the 
author of our salvation, and conrtem- 
plate the glorious perfections- 0f his 
majesty, with a joy and satisfactiioti in- 
finitely exceeding all that we can.oow 
possibly conceive ? 

* O blessed time !' (to use the words 
of Archbishop Titlotson) * when mor- 

* tality shall be swallowed up of .life*! 

* and death and sorrow shall be no 

* more ! when we shall be eased of. all 

* our pains, and resolved of all o.ur 

* doubts, and be purged from ail oor 
'sins, and be freed from all our lears^ 

* and be happy beyond our hopes 1 -and 
'"have all this happiness secured to 

* us beyond the power of time HtAi 

* change !' 

A^ these considerations cannot 'hot 
at present ^fiil our. hearts with joy tm^ 
^^eakabie^ and excite ms ccmVTOxrti^HHii 
tft^e f/rariks unto tht 'Father, -w»tt«4i 



of m Religious Life. 87 
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hatA niada us meet t^ be partakers of. 
the inherUance of the saints in light ; 
tfhohath delivered us frpm the power 
<lf darkness^ and translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son; Col. L 12/ 
1S» so, when we eoine to have a nearer 
Aid mope ittteoediate view of the glo- 
ries of that kiogdom which God bath 
prepared for us; how will oar aoob 
ikneak forth, into extasiea of love and 
joy ! how will' it t»^nsport ua to see ' 
Iwiiv wkoin^we have byved ajid faitfa^ 
fuily seirvad ! to see hitd) not aitFaigned 
tot a inalefactor^ uit hangtag m a 
ahamefuL manner upon the cross^l but 
ito ice him^. in aU his HU^eaty and ^ory, 
aiutisng ta a. triumphant manneK upoa 
his* throng adored by angels and arch* 
lUigals^ thousand thousojtds ministering 
mttia hinkf and ten thousand timet 
ten thousand standing before Mm ! 
Dan* vii. 10. to see him, i say, not as 
an angry and incensed judge, but as & 
mereiful Savioor and Redeemer, look-* 
iag upoa his faithful and beloved ser- 
vanjls witit the tendeve^X a^ee^v^tw^ ^^ 
seofirian^ tiiem into tVve avvas> ^S. >n«» 
wmthstiftg mercy, witVi iVi^se ^W^^^^'^ 

1 a 
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words, Come^ 1/e blessed of my Fat kefj 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the Joundation of the world! 
Malt. XXV. 34. 

Hut then, on the other hand, with 
what anguish and despair will the 
wicked and unsodlv behold the dread* 
ful solemnities of that awful day ! how 
will they tremble and be confounded, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 

from heaven zvith his mighty angelsy in 

faming jire^ taking vengeance on' them 
that knew not God, and obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ? 
2 Thess. i. 7, 8. when they shall sec 
the heavens passing away with a great 
noise, and the elements melting with 
fervent heat : the earth also, and: the 
zvorks that are therein burnt up ! 
2 Pet. iii- 10. when ihey shall behold 
hell 0j3en to receive them, and the great 
Judge of the world with terror in bis 
looks, ready to pronounce that dread- 
ful sentence, depart from^mc yc cursed^ 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
^/evil and his angeU I Matu xxv. 41. 
Oh ! in what couiv\?Aotv la^v^^ ti«5:i\v\^% 

"vVy those souls We, to nnXvovev SSwow 
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dreflrdfQi words sholl then be spoken ! 
how stj^l they eeftl upcm the mountains 
and roch$ to fali on them^ and to hide 
them from thtface of him that sitteih 
am the ihtme^ and from the wrath of 
^ Lamht Rer- vi. \Sy — Bat, alas* 
wlifft win t&at avail tbeoi, when the 
gttat day of his u^ath is come f whither 
BheA\ they beCafte theoiselres, when 5&th 
the earth an4 the heavens shall ^^ 
fnm the presence of the Judge ! Rev. 
j(x.* )h If the Sarfo^P of the world 
6€^dev»ns ibeoif who sphall intercede iti 
Ih^w behailf ? tf Hey that once died to 
pwdtf$/&e tl%eir salvation, wH) not sc^e- 
fbeAT (a$p k b eeriain he mil not save 
^he wicked and impenitent), to whom 
(ilran. they fly fioir stfccqar! it will then 
jbfe ido late to cry for mercy, when the 
pm^ of judgment is cQfxie; too late to 
famene tb0ir fblly and madnes.^ whei^ 
the ff me of i^orking n over : ail pray- 
pi^ and 0ntreatfes^ a4l te^m and repent ] 
{ince, will then be in vain. He that is 
unjmst mual be unjust stitl ; and hfi 
that isjitthy m«t bejttehg At%U* "^^h^ 
mH. 1 1. ' As th0 trtt w fatten^ «^ ^-^ 
mwf lie k^ ever. TV« xi«v^ 0I ^3^.^ 

T 51 
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: liny of grace, id ended, and tin 
iiaiiis no more sacrifice for sin ; 1 
knj indignation must devour iht 
■h.\. Q(j, 27. The dreadful iioui 
ine, when they uiu&l be banished : 
?r from the eiijoyiiient of him, 
'ose presence alone is J'uhtess ofjo^ 
d be dooujed to those lakes of i 
d brimsloiie, where the rconn du 
t, and the fire is not quenche 
ere lliey must be bound in evcrla 
f cliaiiis, and be da^ and- niglit'j 
■r (iiidercr tormented (llev. \k. U 
the devil and bis accursed spii 
lose cruel iind uureientin^ beiu, 
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lashes and stings, the raging anguish 
and horrible despair of their own 
minds, without intermission, without 
pity, and without hope of ever seeint]; 
anend of that misery, which yet is 
unsupportable - for one moment- 
Could I represent these things to you 
according to the terror of them; 
what effect must they have upon us ! 
with what patience could any man 
bear to think of plunging himself into 
this misery ; and by his own wilful 
fault and follies endanger his coming 
into this place and state of tor- 
ments !' 

Oh !: who, indeed, can think of these 
things without resolving, in good ear- 
nesty to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to secure a happy eternity,, by a 
life of virtue and ricrhteousness ! who 
that believes the wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the people that forget 
God; that considers what it is to dwell 
in the most exquisite misery and tor- 
ments to all eternity ; who, I say, that 
considers these truths, w\W Wi\. 'vw\\s^^ 
diately resolve to haDC no feUw»sKv^ 
mU the unfruitful work* oj darV-nc*^ 
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such impressions oa his mind) should 
not be filled' with so grateful a sense of 
what God lias done for him,, as toeor 
deavour, al) that in him- lie^ to act- 
suitably to the infinite love of so mer- 
ciful' a Father, so- kind and- loving a Sar 
viour ! — surely the love of God- muat. 
constrain us — but, if there be any one- 
so stupid and insensible, as not to b* 
wrought upon by such powerful mo^ 
lives, let him reflect u-pon t/lt terrOF* 
of the Lord, and ask himself ssriotiriip 
tiiis important quesUon|. 'Wliethep lie is 
able to dwell with everlasting bufn* 
ingi ? IxC him tl)in4: upob> that terrible 
d<iy of the Lord-, ttbichf whsllier he 
thinks of it or not, will most assuredly 
come, when all that are »» their 
graves shall hear his voice, and skaU 
come forth; they that haoe done gosdf 
unto the resurrection of Hfe ;. and tht^ 
that have done evU, unto the leiurree^ 
tion , of damnation ; John v. 28-, 39; 
when the kings of the earthy and'tht 
great men, and the rich men, shell hidt 
/^emeelves in the densy attd in the rocks 
e/^ iAe mountains ; and «l»ell aofy to An 
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hide us from the face of him that sii- 
"teth 'On »the throjje^ attd from the 
wmatk of the X'amb . Rev. vi. 15, 16\ 
iLei -bim 'Fevolve in bis thoughts the 
nuserable eondition of those wpetched 
souls, that are now shut up. in the re- 
.gians of ev^erVasting darkness, among an 
aooursed company of infernal spirits; 
^and then »tell me, whether he ithinks the 
short :and momentary pleasures of a 
'wioked life, wrtl compensate for endless 
'misery and torments. 

.There-i&no one, Lb6lieAre,>wfao thinks 

at dll, 'but mtKt think otherwise. £ut 

4begreat'im8fortuoe 'is, thatmany men 

'are so ifilAftmed by their Justs and 

passions, that ihey ^are < seldom cool 

enough -for sober refle<ctions. Yet, if 

'ffaey would 'be :persuaded fuequeptly to 

^meditate «ipon «death and judgment ; 

4f they would Te present ao thek' minds 

iirbat a- vast d4Bproport>ion th/sre is^he- 

4ween'tiYQe >and •eternity, and. consider 

«that the* pleasure^^f sin, ^t best/ave .6^// 

^^'^'^aswo;?, -whereas its pomshiuant is 

^endless ^od mtolevalAe , \ ^^v.^^ <w:^^^ 

men be brought to xh'mk o^ v\\^^e ^"^^ 
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licli t!iou<5hts would in time imve the 
Ifoper cftect, and would so thoroii^tii 
pnvince them of the great folly an 
lander of sin, as to make them in goo 
n'liest set aljout llie great work of the: 
lilvalion. 

* The judgment to come is a ver 
iiazing consideration : it is a feai 
I ful thing to hear of it ; but it will h 
I much more terrible to see it, especiall 
I to those whose guilt must needs mak 
I them so heartily concerned in ih 
I dismal consequences of it : and ye 
I I stand and you sit lien 
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world, Arise, ye dead, and come to 
judgment ! when the mighty trumpet 
shall sound, and waken the sleepers 
of a thousand years, and summon the 
.dispersed parts of the bodies of- all 
men, that ever lived, to rally toge- 
ther and take their places ! and the 
souls and bodies of men which have 
been so long strangers to one ano- 
ther, shall meet, and be united again, 
to receive the doom due to their 
deeds ! what fear shall then surprize 
sinners I and how will they tremble 
at the presence of the great Jud^, 
and for the glory of his majesty ! how 
will their, consciences fly in their faces, 
and their own hearts condemn them 
for their wicked and ungodly lives, 
and even prevent that sentence, which 
yet shall certainly be passed and exe- 
cuted upon them V 
Oh ! let me then intreat every one, 
with all the earnestness that an object 
of such vast importance requires, fre- 
qoiently and seriously to think upon 
the tremendous day of jud^\x\^w\.^ '^^A. 
the great account the^ tEvw^x. xJftfc^ ^"^^ ^ 
to coosider with the\3a&e\N^% ^^^ ^^ 

K 
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stand with respect to anotbi^r life ; and 
what a dreadful condition Ihey will be 
in, if they should be called to appear 
at the judgment ^ai of iChriat^ be- 
fore they have made their peace with 
God, and secured an interest in the 
merits and intercession of their gpeat 
Judge. But especially let me .persuade 
those, who, in pursuit of their unlawful 
pleasures have plunged themselves in 
sensuality ^nd wickedness, /to. pa i^wse a 
moment, and consider* whither they are 
going. ,Let me beg of tbem iad .they, 
lia^ve any regard for tb^ir ipresent 
peace and bappinesSy.or aiiy jv^ltie for 
their precious isouls ; as they would not 
leave this jworld under /the .terrors and 
agonies of;a.gailty conecience, tuor ap- 
pear attberlast'day, lintbe pre^exx^e of 
-God^ and angels, ^nd,*Qf i»en, urider 
all the circumstances of honror,iSbaa)e, 
and confusion ; ai)d, lastly, as . they 
would not iheri be bmushed from /the 
-presence pf fGod for,ev.er, .and J;>e.cast 
into the bottomless pit of destru/Qtijop, 
to be< there tormenxed witbiMit roe^suffei 
, and mlfaout ^end ; Itl ^va^, \ .^)W}^ "^^i^- 
^il -upon -th^fa mot tto 'AA^i "^Iww* ^- 
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|tentance one moment, but immediately 
forsake their evil ways, and turn uttto' 
the Lord their G'od', who is gracious 
and merciful^ slow to anger^ and of 
great kindness ; Joel ii. 13. -and who 
bas assured us, by his prophet, that 
when' the wicked man turneth awav^ front 
his wickedness^ that he hath cofnmittedj 
and dbtk that which is lawful and^ right, 
he shail save his soul alive. £zekiel 
rviii; 37. 

As for those unhappy Christians who 
have ent6red upon a good life, anH are 
engaged in the practice of virtue and 
religion ; who itoake the glory of God^ 
and the salvation of their dwn souls^ 
snd- the sduis of ati^ others; their gc'eat 
cate and concern : I need only to ex- 
hort them to go on in th^v Christian 
coarse with courage and resolution ; to 
hold fast their profession^ Heb. iv. 14. 
and with an unwearied diligence to 
press towards th^ mark for the prize 
6f the high calling of God, in Christ 
Jesus; Phil. iii. 14. nothing doubting 
but that he that hath ,6Egun a %fi^ 
2iPo/*/c in them^ will perform U untU t\v^ 
ifay of Jesus Ch rist . PVCA. \ • ^ ^ ^^ 

K Si 
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thtul, Ihat has promised : and 
ore Ihey may rest assured, that 
lil remeiiiber and rexvaid their 

of faith, and, labour of love and 
ce of hope in our Lurii Jesus 
t ; \ Thess, i. 3, ami that m due 
they shall reap if they faint not, 
'i. 9. Yet a little while, and he 
hall come will come ; Hcb. x. 57- 
s rczcard is with him, to give to 
mail according as his work shall 
lev. xxii. 12. to him that over- 
h, he ziitl grant to sit with him in 
'•one ; ezen as he eiLo overcame. 
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ath J fieithet mfr^^ nor Cluing ; fiei^ 
ef" shM there be avfy more pain ; hui 
I t€ats shaU bf ^ipudffom their eyes : 
&r. itxi. 4. 9xi6 tbey shall for 6ter mm 
^ the nao^t f)6ffecl and codsummattf 
Ipptn^ssSy atvd sf^g elei^narl Hallelujahs 
* pfaise and thdnksgi'^ing uMo hint 
at sitteth upon the tktdne^ md to the 
^itnbfor ettf attd ever, Atn^. 



|f a good life be stttended with $6 
any adyanfldj^es a9, 1 lf>ope^ I have 
vfewn it T» ;- if \\ will make ^s tive hap- 
ity/die €pmfarti(b1y,an^ i^t last edtkle usy 
irbugh the n^erite of our %w\o\r£ Jesus 
'hrisii to an .eternal inheritance inf that 
itigdom whieb he has pui^cbased for us 
iih hie most preefo»s blood ; if on the 
ther bandy girih be its own ptitiisbrHent 
\ this world, and everlasting misery 
iH most ^ert?iinly be the lot and por* 
<Hi of tbe wicked and impenitent in tW& 
fexr; wfmi mamitT of per^t>Tis o\v^>i% n»^ 

K 3 
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is faillifult that has promised : and 
therefore tliey may rest assured, that 
he will remeHiber and reward their 
work of faith, and labour of love and 
patience t>f hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; I Thess, i. 3. and that in due 
season they shall reap if they faint not. 
Gal. vi. y. Yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come ; Hcb. x. 37. 
and his racard is with him, to give to 
every man according as his work shall 
be: Rev. xxii. 12. to him that over- 
comethf'he will grant to sit xvith him in 
his throne ; even as he also overcame, 
and is set down wilh his Father in his 
throne. Rev. iii. SI. 

O happy happy time, for those bless- 
ed souls who have fought i he goodjight, 
and kept the faith 1 all their labours 
will then be at an end ; that crown oj 
Life, Rev. ii. 10. which God hath pro- 
mised to his faithful servants, will then 
be bestowed upon them ; and they shall 
be admitted to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undejiied, and thatjadeth noi 
mtay. 1 PeL i. 4. They shall then U 
received into a p\ace ot tx\^ft?&\Ji» 
and iov. u/icrc there skull be w> too 



ofali eligious Life. 1 1 

deat A, fieit h ef soi^ra^^ nor citing ; fiei^ 
tker shall there be My more pain ; hut 
M t^H shaU bf tPiplsd/rom their eyes : 
Rdv. 3txi. 4. mfd they shall for 6T0f mm 
]&^ the vndst pef(ec% and codsummattf 
ftupptn^ssy atvd sin^g eternarl Hallelujahs 
bf pfaise and thdnksgi'^ing uftto hint 
that sitteth upon the tht^ne, and to the 
Lamb for eetr and ever, v^friefl. 



|f a good Vth be stttended with $6 
hiany advanldj^es as, 1 lf>ope^ I have 
sbiwn it h ;- if H will make tsrs Uve hap* 
pily/dfe €pmfoTti(b1y,ant} ^\ iasi entitle us^ 
through the Hierite of our Saviour i/e^i/* 
Chrisi^ to an jeternal inheritance inf that 
Jlitigdom whieh he has pui^cbased for us 
niih hie most previous blood ; if on the 
pther hand, girik be its own ptitiishtHent 
inf this world, and everlasting misery 
wiil most ^ert^mly be the lot and ^r^- 
tion of the wicked aiiA\m\^Ti\\^vx\^'^«fe. 
A^xt; whUBtt mamitr of per^txia o\\fe>it. n»' 
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to he in all our conversation and gOi 
ness ! and how steadfast and imniov 
ble should these reflections make us 
the ways of God's laws, and in 
works of his commandments ! with wl 
indignation and abhorrence should 
look upon sin ; and with what spe 
should we flee from that dreadful ene 
of our souls, which would rob us of < 
present as well as future happine 
how should the consideration of th( 
things make us take heed lest there 
in any of us an evil heart of unbeli 
in departing from the living Go 
Heb. iii. 12. and how steadfastly shoi 
we resolve to have no fellowship w 
the unfruitful works of darkness^ I 
to walk as children of light in the wj 
of true piety and holiness ; not deh 
ing for one moment the care of our i 
mortal souls ! for the day is far spe 
the night is at hand, and there is 
time to be lost. We have a great wc 
to do: a work that requires and < 
serves our utmost care and diligent 
If we perform it weW, gce«A. vjIU he c 
reward in heaven ; iot, jVithful u 
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sured, that if )ve are diligent and in- 
dustrious in this work which God hath 
assigned to us in this world, oar la* 
hour shall ?20t be in vain in the Lord : 
for, \i we have our fruit urito holiness^ 
our end will be everlasting life. But 
if, instead of working out our salvation 
with fear and tremblings Philip ii. 12. 
that is, M^ith the greatest care and cir- 
cumspection, we are negligent and re- 
ujiss in the service of our great Lord 
and master Jesus Christ ; if, instead of 
living soberly^ righteously^ and godly ^ 
in this present worlds we lead vicious 
and wicked lives, and spend our days 
in sin and vanity ; miserable will be 
our condition both here and hereafter. 
For, although God is a being of infinite 
goodness and mercy, and is patient 
and long suffering toward sinners; 
being unwilling that any should perish^ 
but that all sliould come to repentance ; 
yet we must remember, that he is also 
infinitely juBt, and will assuredly vin- 
dicate the honour of his laws. All 
sin and wickedness \s ^w ^V^^^vcsai^Nss^ 
in his sight : he is of purer eyes tVvatv\^ 
^e/w/c/ iniquity ; and if >u» u^to.Wx 
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kiMtedy 2fia, but a little. \vb«t Wiil b6- 
tdtAe of the i*itk^d *ncf 6ri^ocf!y ! no- 
ifiin^ biit & smWr6 repeiitaoce tfhd 
iiftferidineht 6f life, wilf b6 sufficient tb; 
:5ecur6 them from the vengeance whicfif 
he hath tnreateh^a t6 pout down tipDn 
all obstinate ahd rebellions sinners : bo*^ 
tifue repentance U^ill most undoubtedly 
avert his dng^f. He hath declafi'erf 
ibimself to Be a God merciful dnd gtd- 
aous,Jorgiviffg ifiiquiiy, transgression^ 
diid sin ; and hath protfiised pardon to 
all those who, with hearty fepentantd 
Shd frue faith turn unto him. He hath 
no pledsiire in the dealh of tht ivicked, 
hilt that the mcked should iUm frorh 
his ivdy and live. In ovd^t to assiire 
US of this hU great love to marikind, ind 
6f his desire to refcohtile u& to himself, 
He hath sent his iSb^, his only, his be> 
loved Son, into the iloafld^ to the trid 
that all that belietie ih hifri Should not 
perisk^ biit hdve eveiHdilihg li/i. Johfa 
iii. \6. 

It hath pleased God, pf hi^ ihfiwiffe 
goodnedSf to estabV\^\\ 6l too^\.^^t\tt<i^ 
coveAani 6f ih&Q^ 16 vcv^t^Vvk^ \\J\^\v^ 
(h^ mfediafion of hi^ o^A\^<i^-- ^tA\& 
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condition on his part of the covenant^ 
nafuely, the remission of sins, is al- 
ways ready to be made good, if we fail 
not on our part, of sincere repentance 
and a thorough reformation of our 
lives. Our Saviour hath made a full; 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and satisfaction, for the sins of 
the whole world. He hath suffered a 
cruel and ignominious death upon the 
cross, for our sakes ; and by his death 
and sufferings hath purchased this 
grace for us^ that real repentance^ and 
the sincere endeavour of perfect obe- 
dience, shall be accepted, instead of in- 
nocence: but without this repentatice 
and renewed endeavour of perfect obe- 
dience, we shall not be accepted upon 
any terms. The sacrifice which Chri&t 
offered upon the cross, although of in- 
finite value, will be of no avail to us, 
unless in conformity with his death and 
resurrection, we die unto sin, and rise 
again into newness of life. Nothing 
but a good life will entitle us to the 
favour and love of Go<Jl\ ^w^^ nso:^-- 
out his favour, w^ are ojf o^^i* U't.^ 
^iires the 7nost miserable, ^^vx^^ ^ 
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it been for us never to iiave b( 
than to have made God our < 
leading vicious and wicked lii 
it then, above all things, be 
and constant endeavour to i 
our friend, who is the best ol 
ihe sovereign good and hap 
all his creatures; and the fou 
foundation of all our comforts 
jbymenta in this life, and o! 
hopes and expectations in th 
is to come. Let us make rel 
great business of our lives ; a 
iVe have time and opportunit 
pi'epare ourselves, by a life 
and righteousness, for that grea 
whith we must one day give. 
the pleasures and vanitirs of ll 
Which wilt shortly have an end, 
unmindful of the great and an 
concerrts of eternity. — O etern 
amazing aTe the thoughts of 
that considers what it is to livt 
in a biate of endless hap[ 
nrisei'y, would not labour ai 
with ail his imf|,hL, to secure 
a-6d avoid the otViev\ "Hon-*, 
only Ue secured or avovAeA 
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'life: iov without holiness no vian ^hatl 
see the Lord. Prov, xiv. 27. Heaycp 
is prepared for those only who fear 
Qod, and live in a strict endeavour to 
•perform a perfect obedience to his will. 
STihere shall ifi .no mse enter into thiit 
fholy place any thing that defilethy nei* 
ther zi/hatsQCwr woi^keth abominaiiqfi, 
,or niaketh a Me; k^t ihay which ar^ 
written in. the Lamb's Mook qf life: SLtid 
-(bese are the good and virtuops only^ 
.^ bo. have kept tbem^lves from^the pol- 
lutions of this ^vieked world, and have 
fled a ) life .of piety apd renewed obedi- 
ence towards Cjpd,j and of love .^nd qb|i- 
rity towards their neigbl)Oui:s. To tall 
others, that bles3ed Lamb of God will 
^declare hfikne^o them^not tXoihi^WQrk'^ 
ers of iniquity J jQv^ that^inerciful and 
compassionate Saviour will say, Depart 
from wet'^-Dreadftil words ! whither 
shall such wrftoHed souls go when they 
are bidden to depart from the Saviour 
^ of the Avorld :-r-7wbithe;r, indeied, but to 
fth^t dji^al pli^e of horrjpr and jeyer- 
^\^\\x)fgim\%tt^ p3f;epfii^ed^or ,the (^'cti.axul 

May ^od, 4A h\s \t^^v^\Vsi \w«^^ > ?SS 



all of us grace to see tind fol 
thinps that belong to our eve 
peace, in this our day, lest they 
den from our eyes, and all op[ 
ties of reconciling ourselves to 
fended God be for ever lost 
every one of us be persna^ 
hearken to the advice oi Solomor 
God, and keep his commandment 
this is the whole duty of man 
God shall hring every uork iiit 
ment, and every secret thing, ! 
iV be good or zi'fiet/ier il be e-Oil; — 
xiii. 14. And may we always I 
remembrance ttiat merciful cat 
our blessed Lord and Saviour ; 
therefore, for ye know neither i 
nor the hour, wherein the Hon c 
cometh. Malt. xxy. 13. 



A PRAYER. 

O MOST glorious Lord Go 

mercifiil Father in Christ Jesu 

hast prepared for them that lo 

such good things as pass m».u\ 

atanding, and hast pvomifte^ 
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eternal life to them who, by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, seek for glory 
and honour and immortality ; give me, 
I most humbly beseech thee, a firm and 
unshaken faith in all thy promises; 
that, being fully persuaded of those im- 
portant truths which thou hast revealed 
^ to us in the Gospel, I may make it the 
principal care and concern of my^vhole 
life to please and obey thee in all things! 
And, that I may obtain those things 
Avhich thou dost promise, make me to 
love that which thou dost command : 
and grant that, by the assistance of thy 
Holy Spirit, I may be enabled to per- 
severe in tlie practice of a holy Life, 
even to the last moment of my days ! 

Let the hopes and expectations of 
that unspeakable happiness hereafter, 
whkh thou hast prepared for those who 
live in obedience to thy commandments, 
enable me to pass through this vale of 
tears and misery, with cheerfulness and 
submission to thy blessed will ; and to 
bear with patience whatever troubles 
thou, in thy great wisdom^ ^V*^^^^^^ 
to lay upon me. 



•■» 
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O Lord ! give me a heart i 
above the vanities and en dee me 
this world, and free from all its | 
lions and defilements. Fix my tho 
my hopes, and my desires, upon h 
and heavenly things; that^ havii 
way in view that crown of glory 
^ thou hast promised to thy faitbfi 

vants, I may press toward the ma 
the prize of the high calling of C 
Christ. Jesus. And, being stn 
ened by thy Grace, and support 
thy Holy Spirit, I may run with pa 
the race which thou hast set befo 
that when the great day of retril 
3hall come^ I may look up to m} 
merciful Judge with joy and co 
and may hear those ravishing 
pronounced unto me, IVell done^ 
good and faithful iervant, enter 
I into the joy oj thy Lord. Gran 

% O merciful Father, through th^ 

(! merits, and for the sake, of my e 

^ Advocate and Mediator, Jesus C 

Amen. 



PRAYERS. 




A Morning 'Prayer for a 'Family. 

O MOST gracious God, and kind Fa- 
ther! we present ourselves before the 
throne of thy majesty and glory, in all 
humility of soul and body, acknowledge 
ing that we are thy dependent creatures, 
and that from thy bountiful hand we 
have received many and exceeding great 
bljBssings. 

By Thee we were wonderfully made ; * 
by thy power we have ever since been 
preserved ; and it is owing to thy great 
mercy and goodness that we have nbt 
been cut off in the midst of our sins, 
but that thou hast been patient and 
long-suffering toward us, and hast given 
us this opportunity of coming into thy 
presence to renew owr i^\^\%^^ ^sn.^^^- 
ino w'iedgments to iVv^ \y\Nvcv^'^'«^^'^^ 
O Lord, thy coroipass\ov\ ^t)1^^ w'qX*- 

1- a 



112 A Moni'wg Prayer 

Thee we have been preserved the nij 
past; and to thy goodness we ascr 
it, that we are brought in Itealth a 
safely to the begEnning of this day. 

Accept, we humbly pray thee, c 
unfeigned thanks fov all the mercies a 
blessings which thou hast been pleas 
to bestow upon us ; and pardon, 
beseech thee, for the sake of thy S 
Christ Jesus, oar great unwortbioess 
ivhat thou hast done for us. Give 
such ' a sense of thy infinite love a 
kindness, as may engage us oiorea 
more to love and obey thee, and ma 
us afi-aid of every thing that may. 
displeasing in thy sight. 

O Lord ! vouchsafe us such a mc 
sure of thy grace and Holy Spirit, 
may defend us against the snares a 
temptalLons of this wicked world, a 
enable us to overcome all our corrti 
and sinful desires. Give us a true ser 
of the inestimable value of our sou 
that we may make it the chief conce 
of Gur lives to work out our salvalii 
with ihe greatest care and diligen< 
aad to secure an interest \v\ Oa'j lw)w 
uhich is tetter than We 'u^fiV^ 
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Withdraw our minds from the love 
of this world, and place them upon hea-* 
ven and heavenly things. Give us grace 
to use the enjoyments which thou art 
pleased to bestow upon us, with tem«» 
perance, sobriety, and moderation ; with 
an entire trust and dependance on thy 
fatherly care and good providence ; and 
with a. perfect submission to thy blessed 
will in all things. 

O Lord ! root out of our hearts all 
pride and envy; all hatred, malice, and 
ill-will. Purity our hearts from all cen- 
soriousness and uncharitableness, from 
all lying and slandering, andfrooa'what- 
ever else is contrary to a truly Cfarist;ian 
spirit : and endue us,- w€ most fautnbly 
pray thee, with that meekness and hu- 
anility which is in thy sight of so great 
value, and with all those holy and Chris- 
tian dispositions which thou lovest and 
delighte^t in. 

Instruct tis in all the particulars of 
our duty which we owe to Thee, our 
neighbour, and ourselves* Guide us 
by thy right hand, awd cwsSvx^rx \is. Xs^ 
thy good spirit, lYwou^ ^ <sv^\iw.^xs«3s 
and affairs of this \vfe- 'le^^ ^'^ 



' Moriibig Pniyer 

[ failhfutiiess an-d liouesty in 
lliat wt' undertake ; and 
Buch a dread of thy displeasure, 
■e.nse of lliy continual pre- 
lUi us, as may guard us by ihy 
I against all the temptations ol' 
ild, the flesh, and the devil. 

lie with us, O Lord, this 

Euu'tt ''^y wherever we go, and 

™- in whatsoever we do. Pre- 

^''i," serve u» tVo»] the dangers 

.:ud of evil cotiiiiany; from tlie 

deceitful iiess of our own 

and more especially from those 

irc moat apt to betray and 

Let tliy blessing acconi- 

hijncsl Iiibours ; and 
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of oiir immortal souls, through the 
merits, and for the sake, of thy dear 
Son, and our alone Saviour Jesus 
Christ : for whom our souls adore and 
praise thy glorious name, and in whose 
most holy words we sum up our own, 
and the wanis of all mankind, saying, 
Our Father^ &c. 

Dispose our hearts, O r^n- . , 
i-ord, we humbly beseech used on a sua- 
thee, to a serious attend- ^""l /TTi'i 

' . instead ut ihc 

ance upon thee m all holy foregoing para- 
duties. Make us duly mind- ^"*'''- 
ful of all thy sacred institutions, and 
grant that we may never so far forget 
the interest of our §ouls, as to neglect 
the religious observance of the Christian 
sabbath. And as thou hast brought us 
to (he beginning of this sacred day; so 
be thou graciously pleased to take us 
into thy protection, and to assist us in 
a right discharge of its duties. With* 
draw our minds from the care and bu- 
siness and pleasure of this life, which 
will shortly have an end ; that we may 
more earnestly attend u^oa tt\a ^^^^ 
concern of that fat \>e\X^t \\l^> ^\^^ >9 
to last for ever. G\\q m?^ ^^i\\'<s^sycv^ 



!r,f 
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of thy {Treat majesty, and a live 
sense of our own wants ; that o 
prayers and praises and all our service 
may be offered up in such a serioi 
and devout manner, as may render the 
acceptable in thy sight. Make us e 
tentive to thy lioly word, and to i 
the good instructions that shall this di 
be given us: and grant thiit we mi 
not rest in mere outward performance 
but, bya right use of thy holyordinaoci 
may grow in grace, and become eve 
day better Christians, and be so in 
proved in all virtuous and godly livin 
that, when this short life shall have i 
end, we may dwell with thee in life eve 
lasting, through the merits of thy So 
and our alone Saviour Jesus Christ ; f 
whom our souls bless and praise the 
and in whose most holy words we su 
up our own, and the wants of all mai 
kind, saying. Our Father, &c. 

An Evening Prayer for a Famiijf. 

O MOST merciful atiA g£?it\o\i^'\j: 
Ood ! the Creatxir, ticsexNeT, axA' 
\ 
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vernor, of the world! ihou art infinite 
in mercy and goodness to all that call 
upon thee faithfully, and hast promised, 
that when two or three are gathered 
together in thy name, thou wilt be in 
the midst of them. Look down we 
hutnbly beseech thee, upon us thy un- 
worthy creatures, who are here assem-, 
bled before thee, acknowledging that 
thou art a God greatly to be feared for 
thy power and justice, greatly to be 
beloved for thy infinite perfections and 
goodness, and greatly to be praised for 
thy bounty and merciful kindness. But 
as for ourselves, we confess, O Lord, 
that we are vile and* sinful creatures ; 
that -we have, in mariy things acted con- 
trary, to thy most Ijoly will, and have 
neither loved thee, feared thee, nor 
obeyed thee as we ought O Lord ! if 
thou shouldest deal with us as we have 
deserved, we could expect nothing from 
thee but the severities of thy just wrath 
and displeasure. 

But, O gracious Father, who delight- 
est not in the death of a sinuei\ loc\t 
doH'j) upon us, we bes^e^Osx >iciKfe^ vc?^ "^^ 
Bon ChTifX Jesus; atvA, iox \^^ ^"^^^ 



An Exaiiiig Praytr 

rious tieatli and sufTcrings, 

Idon our many and great iransgres- 

Ins of thy holy laws ; grant that we 

amend whatever ue iiave done 

s; and for tlie time to come may 

J more careful to i>lease thee, and 

Ire sincerely devoted to thy service 

1 obedience, 

oiiviiice us, O Lord, of the great 

y and danger of sin, and make us so 

Lid of offending thee that we may 

;ain from all appearance of evil, and 

Inothing but what is pleasing in thy 

the interest of our immor- 
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the Devil, who is daily lying in wait to 
destroy us. 

SMffer us not, O merciful God, to be 
led atvay by the vain and foolish cus* 
toms of this world, nor seduced from 
our duty by the eompany and example 
of the wicked and ungodly; but grant 
that we may make thy laws the rule of 
all our actions^ and faithfully discharge 
our duty in the several stations where- 
in thy providience is pleased to place 
MS- 

Make us duly mindful that thou art 
present every where, and privy to our 
U)ost secret thoughts; that we may 
never dare to do any thing but what 
thou approvest, and of which we may 
not fear to give an account at the great 
find terrible day of the Lord Jesus. O 
fit and prepi^re us for that solemn time 
b^ a virtuous and holy life ! that when 
.^vesliall appear bejfore the great Judge 
of all the world, we may be found in the 
number of tliose happy souls, whom he 
shall then pronounce blessed. 

Extend thy mercy, O G^^ \5^ "^^ 
mankind, aiiU btin^ \\\^\\\ Vvi xN^r. \v^ 



Jn Evauiig Pruj^.r 
ll knowledge and practice of tb; 

I'S. 

■ieinove, wc humiily beseech ihee 
)rs and corruptions, all division 

ll dissensions, from every conimuTiioi 
ICIiristians ; and jjrant tliat the live 
1 tliose who profess themselves thi 
of Christ, may be holy am 
Jiiiplary, and such as are conform 
Ic to the Gospel of our blessed Sa 
lur! 

Jteibrra ail things that are amiss ii 
lingdoms. Root out from amoni 
nil irreligion and profaneness, all un 
ablciiess and animosities ! pardoi 
;rL'at mid crying sins; avert tin 
we have deserved ; coniiniK 
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And, O Thou, who art the Father of 
mercies, and God of all consolation^ 
look down with pity and compassion, 
upon all thy alfHicted servants every 
where ; give them courage and pati- 
ence, comfort and support; and, in thy 
good time, a joyful deliverance out of 
all their troubles !. 

Send down thy blessings spiritual and 
temporal upon all our friends and rela- 
tions. Forgive those that have, at any 
time, done or wished us evil ; and 
vouchsafe to every one of us, and to all 
Christians, whatever thou knowest to be 
best for our temporal and eternal wel- 
fare 1 

And now, O Lord, we desire with all 
humility of soul and body, to adore thy 
incomprehensible Majesty, and to praise 
thy great and glorious name, for all thy 
manifold mercies vouchsafed to us and 
all mankind; but, above all, fof thy- 
^astonishing love in reconciling the world 
unto thyself by the death and sufferings 
of thy dear Son. 

We bless thee for our c^q."^vV:s^ ^^^ 
preservation, for out Vi^t\\>ci^ ^xx^sn'^^cs 
peace, apd safrA^ \ ^Qv -\v^ ^^^^^1 



deep sense of thy mercies, mat wc u 
shew forth thy praise not only with 
lips, but in our lives, by giving upc 
selves to thy service, and by walk 
before thee in holiness and rightec 
ness all tlie days of our lives. 

We confers, O Lord, that we are 
worthy of the* least of all thy favo< 
but, in confidence of thy infi^nite im 
and goodness, we do in great hum 
recommend ourselves, our souls, anc 
dies, and all that belong to us, to tb 
therly care and good providence ; h 
bly beseeching thee, who art our 
safety and defence, to take us this i 
under thy almighty protection, ar 
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peace in thy eternal kingdom, through 
the merits, and for the sake of our 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer Jesus 
Christ, who hath liiught us, when we 
pray, to say, Our Father^ &c. 



A Morning Prayer for a Person in 

Private. 



O MOST great, mpst mighty, ^ndi 
most glorious Lord God \ look dawn 
from the habitation of tby^ holiness 
upon tne thy unworthy creature, wha 
am come into thy prcseiKe to adore thy 
incomprehensible majesty, and to pre- 
sent before tbee the n>orning sacrifice 
of my unfeigned praises, for the many 
and undeserved mercies thou hast be^ 
stow^ed upon me. . 

O Lord, 1 Acknowledge, that to thee 
of right belongs eternal honour, glory,- 
praise, and adoration ; for thou art the 
sovereign Lord of heaven and eartl>, by 
whom all things were made^ ^^d ti.'^ 
wiyose idfinite pow^r «Lt\d ^o^xv^^^'^^^ 
exist and are preserved* 
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Blessed be thy unspeakable good- 
ness, which halh advanced me to s\\c\\ 
a degree of being, that I am in some 
measure capable to know thee, to love 
thee, to serve thee, and to obey thee. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, that 
I was born of Christian parents, and 
early dedicated to thee by baptism; that 
by thy grace and goodness I have been 
preserved to this moment ; and that I 
have in any measure escaped the pollu- 
tions of this wicked world, 

I bless thee likewise, O Lord, for all 
thy temporal mercies, and in particular 
Sov the refreshments of the night past ; 
for protecting me from all evil accidents, 
and for raising me up in health and 
safety to praise thy goodness. 

Pardon, O most gracious God, all 
my unworthy inattentions to the daily 
instances of thy exceeding kindness 
and mercv ; and vouchsafe me such a 
sense of thy infinite love, as may \n^ 
spire me with more vigorous andl^earty 
endeavours to serve thee for the time to 
come. 

O Lord, I acVuo\v\^A«p x^aaxV^^'^ 
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weak and frail creature, and that with- 
out thy heip I am not able to bear up 
against the trials and temptations of 
this world. But since thou hast pro* 
qiised to give thy Holy Spirit to them 
that ask it ; I am emboldened to im- 
plore his divine assistance to strengthen 
my weakness, to help my infirmities, 
and so to fortify my mind, that 1 may 
not be tempted above what I am able 
to bear, nor seduced from my duty to 
thee, by the deceitful enticements of the 
world, the flesh, or the devil. 

Root out of my heart, O God, all 
pride and vain-glory; all bitterness and 
uncharitableness ; all envy, hatred, and 
malice; and suffer me not to be led 
away by any of the foolish customs and 
false maxims of this world. And, O 
merciful Father, be thou pleased, of thy 
great goodness, to endue me with that 
wisdom ivhich is from above, which is 
first pure, and then peaceable; with 
that meekness and humility, which is 
in thy sight of so great price; and 
with that triily ChT\s\\%xv v^vk^^^ '«ss^ 
disposition, wh\c\\ \\vviw \w^%x ^^=^^ ^"^^ 
lightest in* . 



// Moi'iiing Prayer 

,oni, sanctify unto me all tliy ti 

ly dispensations, and let every thin] 

u shale tliink lit to send me, pro^ 

ilesslnfi and advantage to my sou 

,e me ffiace to be entirely submi 

:; and contented under all the afHii 

ns, trials, and disappointments, whit 

wisdom shall judge proper in ordi 

bring me to thyself; and f^iunt thi 

every adversity that shall befall iik 

nay be weaned fiom this world, an 

closely united unto tliee. 

lake me always mindful of my on 

Ity ; of the shortness and unce 

ity of thiblife; und of the cicrnityi 

next. Give me grace so to live, i 

fctiall wish I had done wiieii 1 coir 
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for my great account, through the merits, 
of my blessed Saviour and Redeemer 
J.esus Christ. 

Be ivith me, O Lord, 
this day in all places, and omlueV^^^* 



on a 



upon all occasions. Direct Sunday Mom- 
J •! . ../. J inir, and what 

and guide, saiTctify and fonaws maybe 
preserve me. Keep me "^«^ instead 

• thereof* 

both outwardly in my body, 
and inwardly in my soul. Let thy 
blessing accompany all my honest de- 
signs and actions ; and grant that I 
may undiertake nothing but what is 
agreeable to thy blessed will. Give 
unto me, and all that belong to me; 
such a measure of heallh, and other 
icmporal blessings, as thou seest best 
^nd most fitting for us; but above all 
tilings, give us thy grace and favour ; 
that our lives may be holy, our deaths 
comfortable, and our eternal state 
happy and glorious with thee, through 
the merits of thy Son and bur alone 
Saviour, Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
ih whose most holy words I sum up my 
own and the wants oi «\V vsv^\:^vA^'^'«^- 
ing, Our Father y &c. 
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Upon San- Accept, I bcseech tiiec, 

day Morning, Q IDOSt gracipUS God, mV 

pre^^ing^pa! hearty desires . to glorify 
"s»^ap|j» id'" ^^^^ ^^ ^" especial manner 
"*^ ^^ ' on this day which thou haBt 
peculiarly sanctified for thy worabip 
and service. 

I bless thy holy name, - O Lord, 
who by thy Almighty power madest the 
heavens and the earth and all that 
therein is, and preservest and governeal 
all that thou hast made. 

I bless thee, O Lord, wbp hath 
formed man after his own image, en- 
duing him with understanding, reason, 
and lil^erty ; and made him capable of 
knowing, of loving, and of enjoying 
thee his Creator. 

Above all, I bless and magnify thy 
holy name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 
that thou hast given thine own Son 
Jesus Christ, for the redemption of 
mankind ; that lie took our nature 
upon him ; that be died for our sakes; 
that he is rigen again from the dead ; 
that Iw ascended into heaven ; and that 
he there sitteth at. lV\^ \\^\. W\A^ Vj^ 
make intercession for us-, \)aax\v^ >Qa?fia. 
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made known to us the way to eternal 
life, enlightening us by his word for our 
direction, and his Holy Spirit for our 
assistance. 

Blessed be thy holy name, that thou 
hast appointed this daj', not only for a 
nest from our ordinary labours and 
employments, but chiefly for a per- 
petual commemoration of these thy 
favours, and for giving us stated op- 
portunities for thy worship and service, 
and for the care " of our immortal 
sools* 

My soul desires to bless thee^ that 
tfaou hast made me a partaker of all 
these inestimable advantages. 

O Lord, prepare my heart for attend* 
ing upon thee in thy house, and afford 
me thy gracious assistance in all the 
parts of thy. service. 

Let thy word make deep and lasting 
impre^ions upon me. Help me dili- 
gently to improve all opportunities that 
shall be afforded me this day, whether 
public or private, to the glory of thy 
great name, and the b^tv^^w. ^\A ^^nn^^- 
lation of my 80u\, tVKto\3i%v\^e^>^^^<^^^'^ 
iD)r Saviour, Amtn^. 
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An Evening Prayer for a Person in 

Private. 

Most great and mighty God ! thou, 
art the sovereign Lord of heaven and 
earth, the Creator, the Preserver, and 
Governor of all things : tbou dwellest 
in that light which no mortal eye can 
approach ; and yet disdainest not to 
behold Uie children of men. Lopk 
down^ I beseech thee, upon me thy 
unworthy creature, who am come into 
thy presence, adoring thy majesty, and 
acknowledging that my dependence ia 
wholly upon thee, who art the Author 
of my being, and the Foundation of alt 
my hopes, both here and hereafter. 

O Lord, I confess that I am a weak 
and frail creature ; my nature is cor- 
rupt, and miserably prone to offend 
thee. I find a law in my members 
warring against the law in my mind ; 
which I confess with sorrow, balh too 
often prevailed against^me. Th^ plear 
saves and profits of l\ua vioxXdi «.\^ vwi 
^pt to engage my aftecUous wA va 
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make me cold and remiss in the great 
and important work of my salvation. 
I have been guilty of manifold neglects 
and omissions of my duty towards thee, 
and have not served thee with that pu- 
rity of Tntention, with that sincerity of 
heart, with that fervency of spirit, with 
that zeal for thy glory, with that care, 
and diligence, and constancy, that I 
ou^ht. 

O Lord, if thou shouldst be extrenie 
to mark what is done amiss ; if thou 
shouldest call me to a strict account for 
my life past; how should I be able to 
stand in thy sight ? if thou shouldest 
deaj with me as I have deserved, I 
pould expect nothing but the severities 
of 'thy wrath and displeasure : but, O 
gracious Father, thou hast revealed 
Jhyself to the sons of men, as a God 
merciful and gracious, forgiving 'the 
transgressions and iniquities of the re- 
pentant sinner ; remember then, I be- 
seech thee, thy tender mercies, which 
have been ever of qld, and for the sake 
and merits of my b\e%?»^A.*Siv<i\wix^ ^^^5 
give, I humbly pva^ \X\ee, ^ ^^ "^^ 
and vanities, X\ie io\Vife^ ^>^ "^ 
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crclions of my life past. O ! reserve 
not my sins to be punished in the day 
of thy wrath and displeasure, but blot 
them out of thy remembrance, that 
they may never rise up to my confusion 
here, npr to my condemnation here- 
ufter. 

O ! enable me, by the assistance of 
thy grace, to reform whatever thou 
seest amiss in the temper and disposi* 
tion of my mind, or in any of the 
actions of rny liftJ, that 1 may love 
thee more, and serve thee better, and 
do thy will with greater care and dili- 
gence than I have yet done. 

O Lord ! keep up in my mind a 

lively sense of my duty towards ihee, 

and of that great account which I musit 

one day give, Suffer me not, 1 bcsepc{i 

thee, to fall jnlo a careless apjj unr 

thinking stale, iior to Ije upmindful pf 

that one thing needful; the salvation 

of my immortal soul. Make, me sq 

sensible of those dreadful threatening^ 

which thou hast denounced against sin-r 

jjcrs, /ijat whatever else I leave undone, 

/ way make it my c\uei c^xc lixw^ ^wt- 

cern to seciirp an inUtc^X. \\\ >^^^ ^v 
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vour. And, O merciful Father, be 
thou pleaseid, of thy great goodness, 
so to assist my weak and feelfle endea- 
vours, that I may not be unsuccessful 
in a matter of such vast concern. 

Root out of my heart, O God, by the ^ 
powerful efficacy of thy grace, all sin- 
ful and corrupt affections. Wean me 
from the vanities and pleasures of this 
world ; and give me a full conviction 
pf the uncertainty and insufficiency of 
all things here below. O ! let n^e 
pever seek for happiness in the enjoy- 
pfients of this life ; but grant that I 
may daily aspire aft^r that eternal smd 
unchangeable state pf felicity here- 
after, which thou hast reserved for thy 
jfaithful servants : to which, I b^§eech 
thee, of thy infinite love and iperpy tp 
Wing mo, through the merits, and for 
the sake, of thy dear son, Jesus Christy 
pur Lord. 

Extend thy mercy, pod, tq all 
mankind : in a more particular manner, 
.1 pray thee to be gracious to these sin- 
ful nations tp which I b^lon^; tp \^qx« 
don our great and ct^\tv^^\w^ \ "^^ w'csx 
the judgments >>Y\\c\\ \n^ \v?^.\^ ^"^^ 
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justly deserved ; and to put away from 
us the spirit of profaneness and in- 
fidelity, of malice and uncharit^bieness ; 
that thoti mayest delight to dwell 
amongst us, and be our God, and 
we thy people. 

Bless and preserve our sovereign 
lord King George^ and grant that all 
who -are in authority under him may 
faithfully endeavoqr to promote thy 
glory, and the good and welfare of this 
Church and Nation.* 

Look with pity and compassion 
upon all thy afflicted servants : be a 
father to the fatherless ; heal the sick ; 
supply the wants of the poor and needy ; 
and grant that whatsoever is wanting 
of outward comforts to ^ny one, may 
be abundantly made up by the inward 
consolations of thy Holy Spirit 

Bless all my friends and relations, 
especially . ■ ; reward all who have 
done me good ; forgive ^11 who have 
done or wished me evil; and vouchsafe 
to every one of us, from the highest to 
the lowest, whatever in thy great wis- 
dom thou knowest to be tvee^^vi\ V>^^ 
/^r our souls and bodies. 
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And now, O most merciful Father^ 
from an humble sense of thy great 
goodness, 1 adore and praise thy glo- 
rious name, for all the manifestations 
of thy love and kindness vouchsafed 
unto me. I bless thee for my being; 
for my reason^ and all the endow- 
ments and faculties of my sout and 
body : for my health, friends, food, and 
raiment; and all the other comforts 
and conveniences I enjoy $ for thv eoi>* 
tinual care and watchful providence^ 
over me, through the whole course of 
my life ; and particularly, for the pre- 
servation and protection of me the day 
past. 

Give m6 grace, 1 beseech thee, to 
make a right improvement of all thy 
blesainss ; and be Uiou graciously 
pleased to take me, and all that belong 
to me^ this night under the care and 
protection of thy fatherly, providence* 
Give thy holy angels charge over us ; 
and grant us sucb refreshment of soul 
and body as may enable us cheerfully 
to go through the duties of that staxiaKBL 
wherein thOu b«i&\, ^^csA. \is»- ^^^^ 
whea thou shu\t be v'^kssKS.^^ \o.^^^^' 
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us out of this world, O ! let us be 
found in the number of thy faithful ser- 
vants, through the merits of our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ: 
for whom my soul doth bless and praise 
thee, and in whose most holy words I 
sum up all my wants, saying, 
Oar Father^ See. 



A Prayer which may be added to the 
. daily Evening Prayer on the Lord's 
Day. 

I AGAIN return my most humble 
and hearty thanks to thee, O Lord 
my God, for the special blessings 
of this thy sacred day ; that I have 
been admitted to the great privilege 
of joining with thy faithful people, 
in their assemblies for public wor- 
ship, and to offer up my praises and 
prayers to thy divine Majesty, in the 
name of our blessed Redeemer; to 
hear thy holy word read and preached 
by the ministers of thy Gospel; and that 
/ Aave Aad farther oppot-l\i\\\\\^s fot 
^^phying myse\i more pnva\.e\^ ^v\ xSa* 
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worship and the care of my immortak 
soul. 

I earnestly beseeeli theCj O Lord^ 
to pardon all the waoderings and dis- 
orders of my miud, and whatsoever 
else thou bast seen amiss in my attend- 
ance upon t!i£B : and graciously to ac- 
cept my- sincere, though weak, en- 
deavours to serve thee. 

Cause thy word, which I have heard 
or read, to be imprest upon my heart, 
and to bring forth the fruits of a holy 
and religious life. 

Help me, by the use of all thy ap- 
pointed means of grace and salvatioiv 
to grow in grace, and in the know* 
ledge of my I^rd and Saviour. Jesus 
Christ ; fitting me more and more for 
seeing and enjoying ihee my God, and 
my blessed Redeemer, in the life to 
coiiie: and grant, that when I shall 
. cease to praise and serve thee with thy 
saints on earth, I may continue to be 
so employed with the blessed spirit^ 
. in heayen. 

I heartjly beg the sa_me Ueasings foir 
all aiv fellow ChTutWna. tcKAinv^nK.'cSAs 
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Father, in the words, and through the 
intercession of Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Our Father y &c. 



A Morning Prayer for a Young 

Person. 

Lord, my heavenly Father, I 
humbly adore thee, as the Maker and 
Governor of the world, the Author of 
my being, the Preserver of liiy life, and 
the Giver of every good thing. 

' I heartily thank thee for the com- 
fortable rest, which I have enjoyed the 
night past; that thou hast preserved 
me in safety and raised me up in 
health. 

1 bless thee for all thy mercies to 
me, ever since I canie into the world, 
and especially for those advantajsjes 
thou hast given mc, of being instructed 
and improved in the knowledge of 
Thee, the only true God, and of Jesus 
Christ my Lord. 

Grant, O good God\ lW\. V\\^ ^^x^as 
o^ thy favouis mav so dte^Vj ^S.^^X \s 

9 
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heart, that I may shew forth my thank- 
fulness, in the whole course of tny life. 
I am thine, O Lord, by creation, by 
redeniptiou; by my baptism and Chris- 
tian profession, by all the obligations 
which thou hast laid upon me: I de- 
sire to be thine also by a willing dedica* 
tion of ipyself to thee every day of my 
life, and by a constant and faithful en- 
deavour to approve myself to thee. 

I beseech thee, in thy great mercy, 
through the mediation of my blessed 
Redeemer, to pardon all my past of- 
fences, and to enable me, by thy grace, 
to discern and to amend whatsoever is 
amiss in me. 

Help me ever to remember the Chris- 
tian principles, which I have learned, 
and the pious instructions which have 
been given me ; and never to depart 
from the good way in which I have 
been taught to walk. 

Incline my heart to all that is good : 
grant that I may be modest and hum- 
ble in my carriage and behaviour; 
chaste and pure in ^l vscj ^^^!^>^s5^J^s^> 
y^Qxds^ and actions \ Xxvxe ^\A/>{^^V^ 
aii my dealings \ i^s^^cXSx^ ^"^^ ^ 
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dient to my superiors ; innocent acid 
inoffensive in my wliole conversation; 
faithful and diligent in the discharge o£ 
all the duties of that state and condition 
of life^ wherein thou hast placed me :. 
and teach me to fear and love thee, 
my God, above ail things; and to do 
to all others, as I would they should^ 
do unto me. 

Make me perfectly contented with, 
my condition, and thankful to thee, who 
hast given me all things necessary for 
Hfe and godliness. Let thy good pro- 
vidence always take care of me, and let 
me never place my trust and confi- 
dence in any thing but in thee. 

Take me, I beseech thee, into thy 
protection this day; keep nie, if it be 
thy good will, in health arid safety^ 
Preserve rt^ from the vanity of ray 
own heart, and from the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil.. 
Help ine (through a sense of thy con- 
stant present with me, and of the ac- 
count I iam to give unto thee) so to 
govern all my thoughts, words^ and «c- 
t/oas t/jfit I may reflect upotiVtetaxHVJsi 
MtWaction Ht the close o€ \\\\s^«3- 
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Let thy blessing be upon every mem- 
ber of this family^ upon all my rela- 
tions and friends; upon all, whom . I 
ought, and whom I desire to pray for. 

1 humbly commit both myself and 
them to thee, O my God, in (he name 
of Jesus Christ our Saviour, and in the 
words which he himself has taught 
me. Our Father^ &c. 

An Evening Prayer for a Young 
Person. 

• Most gracious God, my heavenly 
Father, as I began, 80 I desire always 
to end the day, with blessing thy holy 
name, and imploring thy favour. 

Honour and worship, praise and 
thanksgiving, are due to thee from 
every understanding and reasonable- 
creafure. 1 heartily bless thee, that I 
am in that number whom thou hast 
made to serve and love thee, and that 
thou hast moreover revealed thyself to 
me, by thy Son Jesus Christ my Re- 
deemer, and ■ encoura,^ed -soa ^-^ «^^ 
upon thee in his name. i-. 



j-hi Evaiing Prayer 

of mc, and paitiRiilarly for lli: 

l>d providence wliich hatii been ovi 

1 llie day past; that lliou liast pr 

[ved me from tlifi many evils lo wtii( 

1 justly liable; and Ijast bestowt 

1 me many good tilings which 

; not deserved ; especially fi 

Jalsoever tliGU hast eiialiled ine to d' 

tch is acceptable in tiiy si^lit, ao 

tch I can reflect upon with satisfactio 

I iumibly bewail, O Lord, the gr.e 
jikncss and corruption of my natur 

II the many errors and transgre; 
lis of my life. I humbly beg ti 
Ircy in the pardon of all my sin 
lough the mediation of my blesst 
[deemcr; particularly of wbataoevi 
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do thou teach me ; jand wherf^in I have 
dotie amiss, help me to do so no moire.. 

Leave me not, O'Lord, at any time 
to myself, nor in the hands of my spiri- 
tual enemies. Preserve me from those 
circumstances, that would prove 9, 
snare or temptation to me. Let thy 
gDod Spirit continually enlighten and 
sanctify my mind ; directing and ^sr 
sisting ine through the whok /course of 
«ay life. 

Fill me with a sense of my cpnatant 
and /entire dapeiideace upop thee, that 
I may always commit myself to thy 
care, and be ever satisfied v)'ith t^y (Jis^ 
posalofme^ 

Teach me so to number my days, thai 
i may apply my heart to true aqd ;hea-^ 
venly wisdom. Help me to live in a 
daily preparation for my great ehs^nge, 
keeping my conseieuce void of offeoco 
both towards thee, aad towards xoen: 
fufid grant that I may be always so eoi- 
ployed^ as I abail wish I bad beiea 
when I come to die; that whenever 
thou^sHqit think fit to call \s\fcwiX^ 
this world, I ma^ T^adW^ ^^^^ ^^^siH.- 
fully exchange it f ov a V>^V\fc^ ^ 
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Take me, I besech tbee, into 
gracious protection this night I 
serve me, if it be thy good will, 
health and safety ; and grant me t 
rest which may refresh my body; a 
enable me to serve thee cheerfully, b< 
in body and mind, the ensuing day. 

I heartily desire the good of all mi 
kind, and pray unto thee for 
purity, the peace, and the enlar 
ment of thy holy Church ; fqr thy 
rection and assistance of all its gov 
nors and pastors, particularly th- 
under whose guidance I am plac< 
for the welfare of my country; fo 
blessing upon the King, and all in { 
thority under him ? for the relief a 
comfort of all that are in affliction ; 
all my Mends anc) relations ; beseet 
ing thee to hear and to accept nie, a 
all that call upon thee, in the name 
Jesus Christ, our only Lord and J 
Tiour, who hath taught nie thvs 
pray : Our Father^ &c. 



TH^ 1E.^I>, 
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